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ABSTRACT 
 
Kartika S, Yuni. 2017. An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending 
English Reading Text on The MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 
2016/2017. Thesis. English Education Department Islamic Education and Teacher 
Training Faculty. 
   
Advisor : Budiasih, SPd., M, Hum. 
Keywords : Comprehending, Reading Text, Reading Difficulties. 
 
Reading is one of the four language skills taught in English language 
learning process besides listening, speaking and writing. The objective of this 
research is to identify the difficulties faced by the seventh grade students of MTs 
N Mlinjon, to identify factors of causing the students' difficulties in 
comprehension English reading text at seventh grade of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in 
Academic Year 2016/2017. 
This research is a qualitative research. The research was conducted in May 
2007. The subject of research was the seventh grade of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in 
Academic Year 2016/2017. The techniques of collecting the data are interview 
and document. The researcher uses the technique of analyzing the data from Miles 
and Huberman. The steps to analyzing the data for the first is data collecting, the 
researcher collecting the data from the teacher, such as worksheet of students. The 
second is data reduction, the researcher classifies and reduces the data based on 
focus. The researcher deletes several data did not relate to the difficulties in 
comprehension English reading text. Third is data display, the researcher 
arranging the information described in order to draw the conclusion. The 
researcher presents the data from the difficulties in comprehension English 
reading text. The last is the conclusion.                             
The result of the research shows that there are 54.66% students who have 
less level in understanding to look for the main idea of the text. Then, there are 
66.22%  students who have the average level of understanding to look for the 
details information of the text. Next, there are 59.09% students who have less 
level in understanding the vocabulary of the text. The difficulties faced by the 
students found in comprehension English reading text at seventh grade there is 
inadequate instruction presented by the teacher, lack of pupil interest, and the 
students limited of vocabularies. The factor of causing the students difficulties 
found in comprehending English reading text there are learners‟ background, 
teacher‟s technique, and the learners‟ environment. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. The Background of The Study 
Language is the most effective tool to get communication with other 
people. According to Brown (2001: 5) language is a system of arbitrary 
conventionalized vocal, written, or gesture symbols that enable members of 
given community to communicate intelligibly with one another. There are 
many languages in the world, one of them is English. English hold the key as 
an international language. According to Patel (2008: 31) language is a very 
important means of communication. It means communication, that is 
transmission information, ideas or felling from one person to another.  
Edge (1993: 25) states that English serves for many times many people 
as a bridge between the worlds of higher education, science, international 
trade, politics, tourism or any other venture which interest them. English has a 
great role many aspects of life. It becomes the best instrument and the most 
practical medium to access new information for global communication. The 
development of the new technology has rapidly expanded the use of English 
and it means that the future of English as international language become an 
unavoidable trend.  
Based on the explanation above, it is undeniable that English is used in 
many aspects either in education, economic development, tourism, or 
intergovernmental communication in this modern world. English is a tool of 
communication to get information and it can be used in formal education as 
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the academic subject. It is taught as a compulsory subject in elementary, 
junior high school, senior high school and as a complementary subject in 
university. 
Reading is one of the four language skills taught in English language 
learning process besides listening, speaking and writing. According to 
McNamara (2007: 3), reading is an extraordinary achievement when one 
considers the number of level and components that must be mastered. Among 
of all the skills reading is considered as the most important skill. The ability 
to read is highly valued and important for social and educational 
advancement. Meanwhile, Nunan (1991: 72) reading is usually conceived of 
as solitary activity in which the reader interacts with the text in isolation. 
Reading is the skill in which the students will have the greatest ability at the 
end of their language study. It can help the students to understand about a 
country and its people. 
Brown (2003: 54) said that reading comprehension is the construction 
of the meaning of a written the thought of a reciprocal interchange of ideas 
between the reader and the message in the particular text. In these words, the 
readers must be able to understand, to interpret and to select actual 
information from the text. Grellet (1994: 3) said that reading comprehension 
is the understanding a written text means extracting the required information 
from it as efficiently as possible, further, locating the relevant advertisement 
on the board and understanding the new information contained in the article, 
demonstrates that reading purpose in each case has been successfully fulfilled  
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Oakhill, Kate, and Elbro (1988: 1) state that reading comprehension is 
important, not just for understanding text, but for broader learning, success in 
education, and employment. Reading comprehension is the meaning and goal 
of all reading, which understanding, gained from the text. Meanwhile, 
Kennedy (1981: 192) said that comprehension is a thought process through 
which reader become aware of an idea, understand it in term of their 
experimental background, and interpret in relation to their own needs and 
purposes. 
Based on the explanation above, reading comprehension is important in 
language because the student can get information, ideas, and knowledge. It 
can explain that reading is the combination of word recognition, and intellect 
and emotional interrelated with prior knowledge to understand the text. Thus, 
reading comprehension is period knowledge, the reader to gain context 
analysis, and interactive process between. It is the ability to read the text, 
process it, and understand its meaning. 
In Indonesia, English has become a compulsory subject taught at 
elementary school to university level. It's has been explicitly stating in several 
official documents released by the government especially those related to 
education. This language can become a tool to achieve the goal economy, the 
relationship among countries, social-cultural process, education career 
development for people. According to Patel (2008: 31) language is a carrier 
of civilization and culture Mastering English can be considered the main 
requirement for the successful individual, the society and the nation of 
Indonesia to complete whit other countries in the global era. Since English in 
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Indonesia is a foreign language, there are possibilities that the English 
language students may get difficulties in the understanding reading text, it 
may be because of faulty word identification and recognition, limited special 
comprehension abilities, or poor oral reading. 
Nuttal (1983:78) stated that there are five problems students usually 
face while they are reading not in their first language, especially when they 
try to comprehend the text. Those problems are the code or alphabet symbol, 
vocabulary and sentence structure, cohesive devices and discourse markers, 
the problem beyond plain sense and the concepts. All of those problems are 
probably because Indonesian students' first language has the different form, 
sound, vocabulary, and structure from that of English. The result of the study 
showed that factors causing the students difficulty in difficulties in 
comprehension English reading text are students' lack of vocabulary mastery, 
students' lack ability to recognize the grammar or structure and students' 
passive response toward reading.  
Recently, implementation of curriculum 2013 for junior school all 
ready to be applied. The curriculum 2013 is very much different with another 
curriculum. It is a fixed curriculum implemented by the government to 
replace a curriculum 2006 (often referred to as Curriculum Education Unit 
2013) which has been in effect for more than six years.   
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Curriculum 2013 for the junior high school began to be implemented 
from seventh grade of junior high school. The purpose the study of the 
curriculum 2013 in the classroom is not only based on what students learned 
from the curriculum but also it is hoped to achieve certain value. The 
religious value and some character building value in the student's character 
are also taught in the classroom. Teaching and learning method also 
comprehensively changed into students center. Asking them to analyze and 
then produce it with what they have already observed, exposing them to 
understand what they learn by themselves, and encouraging them to be 
socially aware with their friends, surrounding, and esthetic factors are part of 
the changing methods (Ministry of Education and Culture, 2013). 
In the curriculum 2013 English skills become the main priority at 
teaching and learning English for students as the activities in curriculum 2013 
are expected to make students exposed in using the English language as often 
as possible with various theme, context, and topic. In this, the students use of 
skill communication become the main priority for the curriculum 2013 in 
term of communication purpose. 
The research conducted this research in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten is one of school that already implemented curriculum 2013 in 
the academic year of 2016/2017. That in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten become 
important language besides Indonesia language. For students, English 
sometimes become the most dreadful subject, because students find 
difficulties in comprehension English reading text. 
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Reading is a powerful activity that confers knowledge, insight, and 
perspective on readers (Richards, 1997: 6). Meanwhile reading is the ability 
of an individual to recognize a visual form, associate the form with a sound 
and meaning acquired in the past and on the basis of past experience, 
understand, and interpret its meaning (Kennedy, 1981: 5). It is all very 
important because that has difficult for students in Indonesia especially the 
seventh grade students of MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten. English is foreign 
language because all students would agree that reading comprehension is not 
the simple process. The students have different intelligence, so for them to 
produce different comprehension especially reading comprehension in the 
text. They still have difficulties in reading comprehension of text, especially 
the reading material of English curriculum 2013. The researcher focuses on 
students' difficulties in comprehending English reading text. 
Based on the interview toward some students in May 2017, the 
researcher found that the student agreed that reading comprehension is 
difficult to understand. That is proved by the student's achievement in 
difficulties in comprehension English reading text. The students told that it 
happened because of some of the factors, like the teacher's strategy in 
teaching reading was not interesting and make them bored, the students were 
not motivated to know about the learning material. it was due to that they not 
familiar with the topic, then the students were still the lack of vocabulary and 
grammatical. 
 
7 
 
Based on the problem above, the researcher was want to know deeply 
about student‟s difficulties in comprehending English Reading text which was 
the reading materials on the descriptive text faced by the seventh grade 
students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. So the research entitles "An Analysis of 
Students' Difficulties in Comprehending English Reading Text on The MTs 
Negeri Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017.    
    
B. Limitation of The Problems  
Based on the background above, the researcher limits this research on 
the students' difficulties in comprehending English reading text, especially the 
difficulties of students‟ on reading text that the materials in the descriptive 
text. The researcher limits the problem only at the seventh grade students of 
MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten. 
The researcher would like to analyze the difficulties that faced by 
students in comprehension English reading text in the descriptive text and the 
factor of causing the students' difficulties in comprehending English reading 
text at seventh grade students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 
2016/2017. 
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C. Research Problem 
Based on the background of the study above, the researcher tries to answer 
the following questions: 
1. What are the difficulties faced by the seventh grade students of MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten in comprehending English reading text in Academic Year 
2016/2017? 
 
2. What are factors of causing the students' difficulties in comprehending 
English reading text at seventh grade of  MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in 
Academic Year 2016/2017? 
 
D. The Objective of The Study  
1. To identify the difficulties faced by the seventh grade students of MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten in comprehending English reading text in Academic Year 
2016/2017. 
 
2. To identify factors of causing the students' difficulties in comprehension 
English reading text at seventh grade of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in 
Academic Year 2016/2017. 
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E. The Benefit of The Study 
The researcher expects that result of this research will be useful both 
theoretically and practically. 
1. Theoretically Benefit 
a. Giving the description for any further researcher who wants to study 
the same case, hopefully, this research becomes the source of 
information and reference. 
b. Giving the description of the factors of causing the students' 
difficulties in comprehending English reading text at seventh grade of  
MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017. 
 
2. Practically Benefit 
a. To the student 
Hopefully, the student can more understand about reading 
comprehending of texts. They can apply the skill of reading 
comprehending to decrease their difficulties in comprehending 
English reading texts. 
b. To the teacher 
Hopefully, the teacher can guide students in comprehending 
English reading texts. The teacher can give information about the skill 
of reading comprehending in teaching reading.   
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c. To the school  
Hopefully, the result of the research expected can increase the 
quality of the students in reading comprehending of texts at MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten.  
 
F. Definition of Key Term 
The following key terms are used to help the readers to have the same 
interpretation in understanding the study: 
1. Reading 
Reading is the ability of an individual to recognize a visual form, 
associate the form with a sound and meaning acquired in the past and on 
the basis of past experience, understand, and interpret its meaning  
(Kennedy, 1981: 5). 
 
2. Students Difficulties 
Difficulties refer to problems associated with reading and it was 
causing to fall behind in terms of reading requirements within the 
classroom. Students difficulties are some condition from students which 
cannot understand an handle the process learning in class, so the students 
have resulted not good. The different factors contribute to a student's 
difficulties that are the learner's background, some within the teaching 
approach, some within the learning environment, and some are possibly 
related to the working relationship between teacher and student 
(Westbood, 2001: 26). 
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3. Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension is the understanding a written text means 
extracting the required information from it as efficiently as possible, 
further, locating the relevant advertisement on the board and 
understanding the new information contained in the article, demonstrates 
that reading purpose in each case has been successfully fulfilled (Grellet, 
1994: 3). It is referred to the ability to understand what one is reading to 
relate a text to what one already knows while also constructing new 
knowledge and understanding. Therefore, in this study, the researcher 
uses the term comprehension which means the ability of the students to 
get the point or idea of the text. 
 
4. Text   
Text can be anything from a few words to one sentence, to 
thousands of words comprising thousands of sentence (Richards, 1997: 
9). English reading text is the printed material or written text that has to 
be studied by students in the learning process of reading on English 
Language subject. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE RELATED STUDY  
 
A. Reading 
1. Notion of Reading  
Reading is the activity to gain information. According to Harmer 
(1998: 100), reading is useful for language acquisition: the more students 
read, the better they get at it. Reading also has a positive effect on 
students‟ vocabulary knowledge, on their spelling and on their writing. 
Nunan (1991: 72) defines the reading is the process to get, to understand, 
and to catch the content of the reading. Reading is a process to 
understand a written text which means extracting the required 
information from it as efficiently as possible.    
Kennedy (1981: 5) states that reading is the ability of an individual 
to recognize a visual form, associate the form with a sound and meaning 
acquired in the past and on the basis of past experience, understand, and 
interpret its meaning. Reading texts also provide good models for English 
writing. At different times we can encourage students to focus on 
vocabulary, grammar or punctuation. It is reading material to 
demonstrate the way we construct sentences, paragraphs and whole texts. 
Students then have good models for their own writing.  
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Kustaryo (1988: 2) states that reading is the instantaneous 
recognition of various written symbols with existing knowledge, and 
comprehension of the information and ideas communicated. It is being 
defined as the meaningful interpretation of printed or written verbal 
symbol.    
From those definitions, it can be explained that reading is the 
combination of word recognition, and intellect and emotional interrelated 
with prior knowledge to understand the text. It is important in language 
because the student can get information, ideas, and knowledge. By 
reading, students may get beneficial information that is not given by 
teachers in the classroom. Furthermore, almost 40 percent of the national 
final examination items consist of reading the text. Therefore, the 
students must be able to understand the text correctly. Reading is very 
crucial to be mastered by language learners, especially for the junior high 
school students because it will be useful for them when they decide to 
continue their study. 
 
2. Reading Skill  
Reading skill is the ability to relate the textual material to one‟s 
own knowledge by comprehending the text. The purpose or activity is 
language ideas. In reading, the process of thinking is very urgent and 
vital, because the sentences they read. 
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Nutall (1982: 31-32) defines that there are four categories of skill 
and strategy1 of reading as follow: 
a. Skill involving flexibility of technique variation in reading rate, 
skimming, scanning, extensive reading, and intensive reading. 
b. The skill of utilizing information that is not strictly speaking part of 
the text itself: references apparatus, graphic conventions, 
illustrations, and diagram. 
c. Word attack skill: how to tackle unfamiliar lexical items by using 
morphology, inference from context. 
d. The attack skill the process of interpreting the text as a whole, using 
all the clue available including cohesion and theoretical structure. 
According to Grelet (1981: 4-5), reading involves a variety of skill 
to construct meaning from a text. The main ones are: 
a. Recognizing the script of the language.  
b. Deducing the meaning and use of the unfamiliar lexical item. 
c. Understanding explicitly stated information.  
d. Understanding when not explicitly stated. 
e. Understanding conceptual meaning. 
f. Understanding the communicative value (function) of sentence and 
utterances. 
g. The understanding relation between parts of a text trough 
grammatical cohesion devices. 
h. Identifying the main point /idea or important information in a piece 
of discourse. 
15 
 
i. Distinguishing the main idea from supporting details. 
j. Skimming. 
k. Scanning to locate specifying required information.  
        
3. Reading Strategy 
Those the strategy help the students become the purposeful and 
active reader to control their own reading in order or comprehend the 
whole meaning of a text. Brown (2004: 188-189) mentions principle 
strategies of reading, as follows: 
a. Identify the purpose of reading. 
b. Apply spelling rules and conversations for bottom up decoding. 
c. Use lexical analysis (prefixes, roots, suffixes, etc.) to determine to 
mean. 
d. Guess at meaning (of words, idioms, etc.) when you are not certain. 
e. Skim the text for the gist and mains ideas. 
f. Scan the text for specific information. 
g. Use silent reading techniques for rapid processing. 
h. Use margin notes, outlines, charts, or semantic map for understanding 
and retaining information. 
i. Distingue between literal and implied meaning 
j. Capitalize on discuss markers to process   
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4. The Purpose Reading 
Wallace (1992: 6-7) classifies the purposes of reading asked for the 
personal reasons as follow: 
a. Reading for survival  
Reading for survival is reading a text that is very crucial for life, 
for examples are a warning sign, an admonition sign, an instruction 
sign, etc. Survival reading serves the immediate need.   
b. Reading for learning 
It is expected to be exclusive in school. Reading is the support to 
learning in the class. The reader needs to translate the text, literally or 
metaphorically, to learn vocabulary, to identify useful structure, to use 
a text as a model for writing and to practice pronunciation.    
c. Reading for pleasure 
It is reading to get happiness. The wants to enjoy rhythm or 
rhyme of the text. Meanwhile reading is very important to do for all 
people as what has been sated, there are main reasons for reading, that 
is reading for pleasure (Grellet, 1981: 4).  
 
5. Micro and Macro Skills in Reading 
Brown (2001: 307) proposes micro skill and macro skill the student 
English as a second or foreign language need to have in order to become 
efficient readers. They are as follows: 
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a. Macro skill cover: 
1) Discriminating between distinctive graphemes and orthographic 
patterns of English. 
2) Retain church of language of different lengths in short-term 
memory. 
3) Process writing at an efficient rate of speed to suit the purpose. 
4) Recognize a core of word, and interpret word order patterns and 
their significance. 
5) Recognize grammatical word classes system, patterns, rule, and 
elliptical forms. 
6) Recognize the particular meaning may be expressed in different 
grammatical forms. 
7) Recognize cohesive devices in written discourse and their role in 
signaling the relationship between and among clauses. 
b. Micro skill 
1) Recognize the rhetorical forms of written discourse and their 
significance for interpretation. 
2) Recognize the communicative functions of written text according 
to form and purpose. 
3) Infer context that is not explicit by using background knowledge. 
4) From described events, deduced causes and effects, and detect 
such relations as the main idea, supporting the idea, new 
information, given information, generalization, and 
exemplification. 
18 
 
 
 
5) Distinguish between literal and implied meanings. 
6) Detect culturally references and interpret them in a context of the 
appropriate cultural schemata. 
7) Develop and use a battery of reading strategies such as scanning, 
skimming, detecting discourse makers, guessing, the meaning of 
the word from context and achieving schemata for interpretation 
of the text. 
 
6. The Techniques of Reading 
There are four main ways of reading, it is summarized as follows:   
a. Extracting main ideas (Skimming)  
Skimming is reading technique that use rapid eye movement and 
keywords to move quickly through text for the slightly different 
purpose. It is the method of rapidly moving the eyes over text with the 
purpose of getting only the main ideas and the general overview of the 
content. According to Grellet (2013: 1), skimming is reading rapidly 
in order to get a general overview of the material. While skimming 
tells the reader what general information is within a section. It is like 
snorkeling, and scanning is more like pearl diving. Meanwhile, Brown 
(2000: 308) stated that skimming consists of quickly running‟s eyes 
across a whole text such as an essay and article. Skimming gives the 
readers the advantage of being able to predict the purpose of the 
passage, the main topic or message and possible some of the 
developing or supporting ideas.   
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b. Reading for specific information (Scanning) 
Scanning is reading technique that use rapid eye movement and 
keywords to move quickly through text for the slightly different 
purpose. It is rapidly cover a great deal of material in order to locate a 
specific fact or piece of information. Scanning is reading rapidly in 
order to find specific fact (Grellet, 2013: 1). So, scanning is a fast 
reading techniques to obtain information without reading the others. 
Meanwhile, Brown (2000: 308) stated that scanning consists of quickly 
searching for some particular piece or piece of information in a text. 
Scanning exercise may ask students to look for names or date, to find a 
definition key concept or to list the certain number of supporting ideas. 
The purpose of scanning is to extract specific information without 
reading through the whole text. 
 
7. Type Reading 
Patel and Praveen (2008: 117) is the type of reading consist of 
intensive reading, extensive reading, silent reading. There are of type 
reading. 
a. Intensive Reading 
Intensive reading is related to further progress in language 
learning under the teacher's guidance (Pattel and Praveen 2008: 117). 
It will provide a basis for explaining difficulties of structure and for 
extending knowledge of vocabulary and idioms. It will also provide 
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material for developing greater control of the language in speech and 
writing.  
The material selected should parallel the type of material the 
advanced student would enjoy in the native language: short stories, 
novels, plays, and poems, articles on scientific discoveries, artistic 
achievements, political development, and aspects of contemporary 
community life in a country where the language is spoken. There are 
characteristics of intensive reading: 
1) This reading helps student or learner to develop active vocabulary. 
2) The teacher plays the main role in this reading. 
3) Linguistic items are developed. 
4) This reading aims at the active use of language. 
5) Intensive reading is reading alone. 
6) In intensive reading, speech habit is emphasized and accent, stress, 
intonation, and rhythm can be corrected.      
b. Extensive Reading 
Patel and Praveen (2008: 119) is the lower level of difficulty 
than that for intensive reading. The purpose of extensive reading will 
be to train the student to read directly and fluently in the target 
language for enjoyment, without the aid of the teacher. Extensive 
reading can be made the basis for, oral reports, to the rest of the class, 
or full class discussion. There are characteristics of extensive reading: 
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1) This reading helps student or learner to develop active vocabulary. 
2) Extensive reading is silent reading.  
3) In extensive reading, the subject matter is emphasized. 
4) In extensive reading, the students or learners play the main role 
because they have to ask for measures. 
5) In extensive reading, the idea can be developed. 
6) The main of extensive reading is to enrich learners knowledge. 
7) Through extensive reading, the good reading habit can be 
developed.       
c. Aloud reading  
Patel and Praveen (2008: 120) stated that reading aloud also 
play important role in the teaching of English. The teacher should 
know that the training of reading aloud must be given at primary level 
because it is the base of words pronunciation. If it does not care, it will 
be very difficult at the secondary level. 
1) The advantage of aloud reading: 
a) It enables the learner to develop the skill of reading very well 
by speaking or expressing ideas. 
b) It enables the learner to develop the skill of pronouncing very 
well. 
c) It makes reading very enjoyable while teacher uses 
reinforcement during reading. 
d) Language learning is a kind of imitation. When the teacher says 
anything or reads any text, the learner also tries to imitate that. 
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So the teacher should have innovative ideas so that it can make 
this activity very effective. 
2) The disadvantage of Aloud Reading: 
a) The overcrowded class is the very big problem. The teacher can 
not provide sufficient opportunities to all students. 
b) At earlier stage reading aloud is very necessary. If enough 
training of reading aloud is not given at primary level, it will be 
difficult to read aloud at the secondary stage. 
c) Only bright and intelligent students learn to read aloud very 
well because they get chance frequently while average/students 
hardly get the chanced of reading. So they become the passive 
learners. 
d) Reading aloud takes more time so it is time consuming. All 
students can not read at a time so managing classroom becomes 
impossible. 
d. Silent Reading  
Patel and Praveen (2008: 122) state that silent reading is a very 
important skill in the teaching of English. This reading should be 
employed to increase reading ability among learners. Silent reading is 
done to acquire a lot of information. The teacher has to make them 
read silently as and when they are able to read without any difficulties. 
It is kind of habit in which learner is enabled to read without any 
audible whisper. 
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1) The advantage of silent reading: 
a) This reading makes students very active and accurate. 
b) Silent reading concentrates the attention of learners toward 
subject matter and he learns naturally. 
c) It saves time because this activity is done at a time. All 
students participate together in this activity at a time. 
d) It is very useful to develop the skill of reading fast. 
e) This skill plays the main role to increase the knowledge of 
students. 
2)  The disadvantage of silent reading: 
a) This technique is not useful at the earlier stage of language 
learning. 
b) Through this skill, one can learn the pronunciation. 
c) In this skill, the leaner can cheat the teacher if the subject 
matter is not interested. 
d) Only bright and intelligent students can learn this skill but 
average students learn it hard. 
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8. Model of Reading 
Richards (2001: 18) stated there are main models of how reading 
occurs that is: 
a. Bottom up theory 
This theory argues that the reader constructs the text from the 
smallest units (they are letters to words to phrases, to sentence, etc.) 
and that the process of constructing the text from those smallest units 
become so automatically that readers are not aware of how it operates.  
b. Top down theory 
This theory argues that the reader bring a great deal of 
knowledge, expectation, assumptions, and questions to the text and, 
given a basic understanding of the vocabulary, they continue to read 
as long as the text confirm their expectation. The top down theory 
school of the reading theory argue that readers fit the text into 
knowledge (cultural, syntactic, linguistic, historical) they already 
proses, then check back when new or unexpected information appears.   
c. Interactive school  
Thus the theory that bottom up theory and top down theory 
process occur in same time. These theorists describe a process that 
moves both bottoms up theory and top down depending on the type 
text as well as on the reader‟s background knowledge, language 
proficiency level, motivation, strategy use, and culturally shaped 
beliefs about the reading. 
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9. Type of Reading Activity 
Williams (1984: 37) stated that there is the type of reading activity 
namely pre reading, while reading, and post reading.  
a. Pre-Reading Activities 
Pre-reading activities are some activity simply consist of the 
question to which the reader is required to find the answer from the 
text. Before the reading text, the teacher spent some time to introduce 
the topic or material use some technique. That the technique is 
skimming, scanning, predicting and an active schema. It can be 
concluded that the pre-reading activities phase tries to do are: 
1) To introduce the students or learners interest in the topic and 
material. 
2) To motivate the students or learners by giving a reason for 
reading. 
3) To provide some languages preparation for the text and material. 
b. While-Reading Activities 
While-reading activities are phase draw the text, rather than the 
students or learners previous ideas to reading. The aim of while-
reading activities phase are: 
1) To help to understand of writer‟s purpose. 
2) To help to understand the text structure.     
3) To clarify the text and the material. 
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c. Post Reading 
The aim post reading work is: 
1) To consolidate or reflect upon what has been read. 
2) To relate the text and the material to students or learners own 
knowledge interest. 
  
10. The Indicator of Reading   
Brown (2004: 206) mention the question of reading involve these 
features: 
1) Main idea (topic). 
2) Expression/ idiom/ phrases in the context. 
3) Inference (implied detail). 
4) Grammatical feature. 
5) Detail (scanning for a specifically stated detail). 
6) Excluding facts not written (unstated detail). 
7) The supporting idea (s). 
8) Vocabulary in context.  
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B. Reading Comprehension  
1. Notion of Reading Comprehension 
Reading comprehension is the understanding a written text 
means extracting the required information from it as efficiently as 
possible, further, locating the relevant advertisement on the board and 
understanding the new information contained in the article, 
demonstrates that reading purpose in each case has been successfully 
fulfilled (Grellet, 1994: 3). Meanwhile, Kennedy (1981: 192) said that 
comprehension is a thought process through which reader become 
aware of an idea, understand it in term of their experimental 
background, and interpret in relation to their own needs and purposes. 
The reader is active to construct meaning and use of prior knowledge.  
Based on the statement above reading comprehension is the 
ability to the read text, process it, and understand its meaning. 
Although this definition may seem simple, it is not necessarily simple 
to teach, learn or practice. An individual's ability to comprehend text 
is influenced by their traits and skills, one of which is the ability to 
make inferences. If word recognition is difficult, students use too 
much of their processing capacity to read individual words, which 
interferes with their ability to comprehend what is read. There are to 
be improve reading comprehension, including improving one's 
vocabulary and reading strategies.  
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2. The Process of Reading Comprehension 
Nunan (1991: 72) defines the reading is the process to get, to 
understand, and to catch the content of the reading. There are, 
however, certain related reading skill and competencies that can be 
grouped for intensive study. This is classification related and 
developed on one another and variously indicated under five broad 
headings (1) Foundation, (2) Background, (3) Word recognition, (4) 
Comprehension (5) Utilization (Kennedy, 1981:6). 
From the explanation, it can be concluded that reading is a 
complex process and it is complexity that accounts for the variety of 
definitions of it. It must be remembered that whatever complex 
reading is there should be the reader, the writer, and the text in it. It is 
based on the assumption that the reader and the writer use the same 
code that the writer has a message in the text and that the writer wants 
the reader to understand the message. 
 
3. The Difficulties in Reading Comprehension 
Kennedy (1981: 195-197) states that the difficulties in reading 
comprehension are produced by a variety of factor, there are: 
a. Inadequate instruction presented by teacher  
It is practice includes selecting the wrong skill to 
emphasize, presenting the skill to rapidly for groups or 
individuals, to grasp them adequately or neglecting to evaluate 
progress adequately. 
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b. Lack of pupil interest 
It is difficult to any but the most thoroughly disciplines 
readers to concentrate on material they dislike or that related to 
their personal interest. Without thoughtful attention to the content 
comprehension of such materials will be negligible. Lack of 
interest causes the mind to wander eliminates any desire to excel 
encourage a dislike for the task and reduces consciousness.     
c. Unsuitable material 
When reading materials are used or whether they are used to 
whether they are appropriate for pupils in a particular classroom, 
difficulties in comprehension can result. Such required materials 
may be too difficult or to easy, stress the wrong skills, have little 
relationship to be pupil interest, or generally be of poor quality. If 
unsuitable materials are used exclusively, interest lags, skill 
development is unbalanced and all form of comprehension are 
discouraged.                
d. Vocabularies difficulties 
An excessive vocabularies burden focuses the reader to rely 
on the dictionary or to bypass many important words. When any 
appreciable number of words is left out understanding must suffer.   
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4. Reading Comprehension of The Text 
Reading comprehension is important, not just for understanding 
text, but for broader learning, success in education, and employment 
(Oakhill, Cain and Elbro 1988: 1). Meanwhile Reading 
Comprehension is the understanding a written text means extracting 
the required information from it as efficiently as possible, further, 
locating the relevant advertisement on the board and understanding 
the new information contained in the article, demonstrates that reading 
purpose in each case has been successfully fulfilled (Grellet 1994: 3). 
That is the complex task, which requires the orchestration of many 
different cognitive skills and abilities. The requires comprehension of 
the individual words and the sentence. 
Based on the explanation above, it means that comprehension 
the text is very important to be achieved by the students because 
reading is not simply about mechanical skill. It helps the readers to 
understand the world, learn about the past and plan for the future. 
 
5. Kind of Reading Comprehension 
Kennedy (1981: 218) states that the skill of comprehension is 
grouped into three major divisions of reading literal, inferential, 
critical and critical. The explanation of this three kind of reading 
comprehension is as follow: 
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a. Literal Reading Comprehension 
Literal reading comprehension is meant reading to 
understand, remember the information explicitly, contained the 
passage such as identifying explicit stated main ideas, details, 
sequence. Cause effect relationship and patterns. 
b. Inferential Reading Comprehension 
Inferential reading comprehension is meant in order to find 
information, which is not explicitly stated in the passage. The 
readers use his experience and intuition. This refers that the 
readers have to be able to make reasoning or finding information 
that is not stated in the text or implicit information.   
c. Critical Reading Comprehension 
Critical reading comprehension is reading in order to 
compare information in a passage with the reader‟s own 
knowledge and value.  
 
6. Strategy of Reading Comprehension   
Brown (2003: 188-189) also states that the strategies for reading 
comprehension are: 
a. Identify the purpose of reading a text. 
b. Apply spelling rules and conventions from the bottom up 
decoding. 
c. Use lexical analysis (prefixes, roots, suffixes, etc.) to determine to 
mean. 
32 
 
 
 
d. Guess at meaning (of words, idiom, etc.) when the reader is not 
certain. 
e. Skim the text for gist and for main ideas. 
f. Scan the text from specific information (names, dates, keywords). 
g. Use silent reading techniques for rapid processing. 
h. Use marginal notes, outlines, or semantic maps for understanding 
and retain the information. 
i. Distinguish between literal and implied meaning. 
j. Capitalize on discourse markers to process relationship. 
Based on the explanation of reading comprehension is a process 
that can make the readers use some strategies and also combine with 
their knowledge to comprehend something that they are reading or 
understanding what has been read. To develop the students‟ 
comprehension, the students have to know which skills and strategies 
are appropriate for the type of text and understand how to apply them 
to accomplish the reading purpose. 
 
7. Concept of Difficulties in Reading Comprehension   
The difficulty is the basis of error. It occurs because the 
students are confused or do not know or understand about the material 
text. The result, they produce error later. it is the main factor which 
makes the students producing the error. According to Richards (1974: 
174) stated that the source of errors or difficulty can be divided into 
two kinds:  
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a. Interlingual Difficulty  
The interlingual difficulty is a significant source of 
difficulties for all learners. The beginning stages of learning a 
second language are especially vulnerable to interlingual 
difficulty from the native language or interference. In these early 
stages, before the system of the second language is familiar, the 
native language is the only previous linguistic system upon which 
the learner can draw. This type of difficulty is caused by 
interference coming from the students' native language. Possible 
interference can be predicated partly on the knowledge of 
differences between first language and second language. 
b. Intralingual Difficulty  
The intralingual difficulty is those which reflect the general 
characteristics of rule learning, such as factually generalization, 
incomplete application of rules, and failure to learn conditions 
under which rules apply.   
This type of difficulty is these which reflect the grammar 
characteristic of rules of learning. Based on the explanation above, it 
can be concluded that difficulty is something that complicated to do. 
It will be seen from students‟ mistake or error learning process. 
Difficult is the basic form of error and mistakes which are made by 
the students in teaching and learning process. 
 
 
34 
 
 
 
8. Causes of Difficulty in Comprehending Reading Text  
Many different factors contribute to the cause of students‟ 
difficulties in the understanding text. Some of those factors are 
located within the learner‟s background, some within the teaching 
technique, and some within the learner‟s environment (Westwood, 
2001: 16).  
a. Learner‟s Background  
The learner‟s background means something which comes 
from the learners themselves. It was related to the learner attitude 
toward reading, such as interest and motivation in reading and the 
prior knowledge that the learner has known before. 
b. Teaching Technique 
The teacher is one of school environmental factors who has 
the important role to increase students learning achievement. The 
teacher is a subject in education who has the duty to transfer the 
knowledge to the students. A teacher is an important person in 
teaching learning process, especially for teaching reading, 
because the teacher also determines whether their students to be 
good readers or not. The teacher also will become the source of 
learning difficulties if the teacher does cannot choose the right 
technique to teach the material. Therefore, the teacher should be 
careful in choosing the technique to teach because it related to the 
students‟ understanding of the material. 
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c. Learner‟s Environment  
The environment factors also can influence the students in 
mastering and in learning English. Therefore, someone who lives 
in an environment that has reading habits will be supported by her 
environment indirectly. And it happens not only in learning 
reading but also in learning English, without practice and applied 
it outside school he will not understand English perfectly. Home 
and school are the two kinds of learners‟ environment that can 
influence their learning reading achievement. 
 
C. The Text and Genre  
1. Definition of Genre 
Wallace (1992: 30) states that genre is social events not only in 
terms of the social roles and purposes of those who create them as 
speakers or writes but because by the communicative function of the 
resulting spoken or written text recognizable to a particular 
community of listeners or readers. Meanwhile, Saville Troike in 
Swales (1990: 39) states that genre is the type of communicative event 
and offers the example as follows: jokes, stories, lecture, getting and 
conversation. Kinds of the genre, according to Mark and Kathy (1997: 
45), it as follow:  
a. Descriptive text is a kind of genre that its social function to 
describe a particular person, place, or thing. 
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b. Recount text is a kind of genre that has that has its social function 
is to retell event for the purpose of informing or entertaining.   
c. Narrative text is a kind of genre that has its social function to 
amuse. Entertain, and to deal with actual experience in a different 
way.  
d. Discussion text is a kind of genre that has the function to present 
at least two points of view about the issue.  
e. Exposition (analytical) text is a kind of genre that its social 
function is to persuade the reader or listener that something in the 
case. 
f. Exposition (hortatory) text is a kind of genre that its social 
function is to persuade the reader or listener that something in the 
case. 
g. News item text is a kind of genre that its social function to inform 
reader event of the day which is considered worthy or important. 
h. Report text is a kind of genre that has the function to describe the 
way things that are with reference to the range of natural man 
made and social phenomenon in the environment.  
i. Anecdote text is a kind of genre that has its social function to retell 
an event a humorous twist. 
j. Review text is a kind of genre that has its social function is to 
critique person, place, or thing.  
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k. Procedure text is a kind of genre that has its social function to 
describe how something is accomplished through a sequence of 
actions or step. 
l. Explanation text is a kind of genre that has its social function of 
explanation is to explain the process involved in the formation or 
working of natural or social culture phenomena.  
In Junior High School, especially in the seventh grade students, 
based on syllabus there are two genres like descriptive text and report 
text. The researcher used the material only focus on descriptive text.   
 
2. Descriptive Text 
English Curriculum for Junior high School at MTs Negeri 
Mlinjon Klaten in seventh grade students‟, descriptive text is defined 
as a text which describes something, someone, or places more details. 
The purpose this text is to tell the reader what the writer feels. 
According to Hammond (1992: 78) the components of descriptive text 
are: 
a. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 
The general structure is a system of arranging a written text. 
The generic structures of descriptive text are: 
1) Identification: which identifies the person, place, or thing to 
be described. 
2) Description: describe parts, qualities, and characteristic 
b. Language feature  
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1) Descriptive often use 'be' and 'have. 
2) Focus on specific participants for example: My English 
teacher, Andini's cat, My favorite place etc. 
3) Using specific nouns  
The noun is something that will be described in the 
text. 
 For example: my home, teacher, cat etc. 
4) Using simple present tense  
5) Using detailed noun phrase  
It is used to give detail information about the subject. 
For example: it has the large open rowboat, a very beautiful 
scenery, a sweet young lady, very thick fur etc.  
6) Using many kinds of adjective  
It is used to describe, number, and classify an object. 
For example: two strong hand, a smart girl, a handsome boy, 
strong legs, white fangs etc.   
7) Using relating verbs  
It is used to give information about the subject. For 
example: my sister is very beautiful, etc. 
8) Using action verbs  
It is used to tell the condition clearly. For example: my 
dog licks my foot, it eats grass, it runs fast etc.  
9) Using thinking verbs and feeling verbs  
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They are used to express the writer‟s personal view of 
the subject. For example: I think he is a kind boy. 
10) Using figurative language 
Descriptive used figurative speech such as simile, 
metaphor. For example: the young lady is white as a chalk. 
11) Using adverbials  
It is used to give additional information. For example: 
at the big house, fast, at tree house etc. 
Based on the explanation of descriptive text such as 
drawing a picture for the reader because the author's purpose is 
to paint a picture with words. Therefore, in reading the 
descriptive text, the reader should be able to imagine what the 
picture is described in the text, and what the pictures look like 
by reading the text. However, in reality, it is very difficult to 
imagine something unreal. The students have to understand the 
entire contents of the text to earn points and be able to answer 
questions from the text. Therefore, there are many students who 
have difficulty in comprehending of the descriptive text. 
c. Example of the descriptive text 
My Cute Cat, Spot 
I have a cat. Its name is Spot. A Spot is a one year old 
regular house cat. He is an adorable cat.  
He has orange fur with white and black spots. I like to 
cuddle him because his fur feels soft. Every morning I give Spot 
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milk. Spot does not like rice, so I give him cat food. A Spot is an 
active animal. He likes to run around the house. He likes to 
chase everyone in my house. When he feels tired or sleepy. A 
Spot usually sleeps on the sofa in the living room or sometimes 
under the table (Khatmah, 2014: 194).    
 
D. Previous Study      
In this research, the first entitled An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in 
Understanding English Reading Text (Case study of descriptive text among 
the eighth grade students at MTs Miftahul Ulum, Madura in the year of 
2012/2013). The research is coming to Mashula of English Education 
Department. Faculty of Education Department, Faculty of Educational and 
Teacher Training in State Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya. This 
result of this research showed that the majority of the students find difficulties 
in identifying the main idea of the text, more than half of the students made 
mistakes in identifying the specific word in the text and many cannot 
understand the structure of the text. While the factor causing the students 
difficulties in understanding English reading descriptive text.  
The second research, Entailed A Descriptive Study of Students’ 
Difficulties in Reading Narrative Text (A research at eleven grade students of 
XI IPA SMA Model Kabila). The research conducted by Sepdian Ningsih 
Paituntu 2009 of English Education, Letter and Culture Faculty in Gorontalo 
State University. This result of this research showed that the students‟ 
difficulties in reading narrative text are categorized into the low level. 
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The third research, Entitled Student’s Ability and Problem in Reading 
Comprehension at The Eighth Grade Students of MTs N 1 Surakarta in The 
Academic Years 2014/2015. The research conducted by Nurina Elvandari of 
English Education, Islamic Education And Teacher Training Faculty in The 
State Islamic Institute of Surakarta. The result of this research showed that the 
student problem in reading comprehension at the eighth grade students and 
difficulties in reading comprehension.  
Based on previous studies, the researcher has different and similar 
aspects to be researched. For the similar, the researcher analyzes the reading 
comprehension. The differed is that the researcher uses another object, 
especially the seventh grade students of MTS N Mlinjon Klaten at academic 
year 2016/2017. The researcher describes students‟ difficulties faced and 
factors of causing the students‟ difficulties the seventh grade of MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten in comprehension English reading text at academic year 
2016/2017. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research Design 
In this research, the researcher used the descriptive qualitative research. 
Miles and Huberman (1994: 16) states that qualitative analysis use word that 
is arranged in the text that is expanded. In other words, a qualitative research 
is a collection, analysis, and interpretation of comprehension narrative and 
visual data in order to gain insights into a particular phenomenon of interest. 
The purpose of qualitative research is broad in scope and center around 
promoting a deep and holistic or complex understanding of a particular 
phenomenon, such as an environment, a process, or even a belief.  
In this research, the researcher used the descriptive qualitative research 
method. Moleong (2014: 5) states that descriptive research is a method of 
research with trying to picture out and interprets the object as in the fact. So, 
in this research descriptive is a conducted in the purpose to describe 
systematically about the fact and characteristics of the subject (the students‟ 
of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten). The researcher used descriptive design in this 
research is focused on a certain phenomenon in the school environment about 
the students‟ difficulties in comprehension English reading text.  
The researcher uses the descriptive research method because she tries to 
describe every single kind of the students‟ difficulties in comprehension 
English reading text.    
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B. Research Setting 
1. Place of The Research  
The place of this research is at MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. It is located 
on Madukuro, Gergunung, Central Klaten, Klaten, Central Java.  In this 
school English on the 7
th 
A
 
class was held twice a week, Thursday and 
Friday every meeting was held for 80 minutes (2x40 minutes/meeting). 
 
2. Time of The Research  
The research was conducted at seventh grade students of MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten in the academic year of 2016/2017. It is carried out from 
April-June. It is conducted by the following schedule:     
 
No Activities March May 
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
1. Asking Permission         
2. Talking Document         
3. Interview          
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C. Research Subject 
The subject of this research is the 7
th
 grade students‟ at MTs N Mlinjon 
Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017 because based on the preliminary 
research there was a tendency that they have difficulties in comprehension of 
the reading texts. There is only a single class in 7
th
 grade. In 7
th
 A class 
consisted of 30 students there were 12 boys and 18 girls. The 7
th
 A class is the 
special class in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten because the students in this class have 
good results at entrance test. This school consists of 8 classes each level 
grade. For the seventh class in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten, there are 7
th 
A, 7
th 
B, 
7
th 
C, 7
th 
D, 7
th 
E, 7
th 
F, 7
th 
G, and 7
th 
H.     
 
    
 
D. Source of Data 
Source of the data is the subject where the data to get. It is the important 
thing in a research. The sources of the data of this research are the 7
th 
A 
students at MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. The students are the primary source of 
data from which the researcher observed the students‟ difficulties faced and 
factors of causing students‟ difficulties in comprehension the reading texts. 
The researcher used the document, it includes the English material or 
everything which enrich the data in teaching learning process. The document 
is worksheet students in comprehension English reading text. Also, the 
researcher has interviewed the 7
th 
A students to get information.  
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E. Technique of Collection Data 
The researcher used two kinds of instruments collected the data, they 
are document and interview.   
1. Document 
Sharan and Elizabeth (2016: 189) state that document is broadly 
defined to include public records, personal paper, popular culture 
documents, visual documents, physical material, and artifacts. In this 
research, the document used is students worksheet. The data were 
collected by using documentation method from Ana Trisnawati, S. Pd, 
M. Pd document that was students worksheet incomprehension of the 
reading texts. She is the English teacher of the seventh grade students of 
MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten in academic year 2016/2017. The data are 
taken from incomprehension of the reading texts worksheet by the 
seventh grade students of MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten in academic year 
2016/2017. 
      
2. Interview 
Gay (2008: 425) states that interview is a purposeful interaction in 
which one person is trying to obtain information from another. This is 
verbal communication between researcher and the informant to get the 
information. The researcher does the interview with the students to get 
more information about difficulties faced by the students. It means that 
interview help the interviewer to know what the interview feels about 
something.    
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F. Technique of  Analysis The Data  
Miles and Huberman (1994: 16-20) state that qualitative analysis used 
the word that is arranged in the text. They are data reducing, data displayed, 
and conclusion. 
1. Data Reducing 
It is the process of choosing, focus on simplifications, abstracting, 
and transformation of hard data is written notes that are found in the field. 
Reducing the data is type analysis that made sharpen, categorize, direct, 
eliminated the data, and organize the data to get the conclusion and 
verification. It means the researcher chose the important data that had 
been collected. Then, researcher categorizes the data related to the 
difficulties faced by students and factors causing the students difficulties 
in comprehension English reading text at seventh grade of  MTs N 
Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017. the data gets from 
interview and document. In this, the researcher made an abstracting the 
data. 
 
2. Data Displayed   
After reducing the data into the most important, the data are then 
displayed. The data are displayed in narrative style. The narration of the 
data allows talking conclusion of the study. In presenting the data, the 
researcher describes the data in the form of description or narration.  
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The researcher categories the student comprehension of the reading 
texts with getting the appropriate percentage from the student 
comprehension of the reading texts worksheet. To get the percentage the 
researcher used the following formula: 
 
   F 
P =        X 100  
 N 
 
(Sudijono, 1987: 20) 
Notes: 
P  = The Percentage of correct answer  
F  = The frequency of students correct answer 
N = The sun of the items 
It‟s taken from the result of the student comprehension of the reading 
texts worksheet. To look for the level of the student comprehension of the 
reading texts. The researcher uses Brown‟s (2003: 215) standard in reading 
comprehension, there are:      
90 - 100   Excellent 
70 - 89     Good 
50 - 69     Average 
30 - 49     Fair 
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3. Conclusion 
Based on the data displayed, the conclusion of the research can be 
taken. The characteristic of qualitative research is analytic induction, the 
initial conclusion. However, when there are no expectations or changes to 
phenomena and it is supported by valid evidence, the initial conclusion is 
credible. 
In talking conclusion in this research, the initial conclusion was 
taken first from data displayed. Then the researcher took supporting and 
the non-supporting evidence to the initial conclusion. If the non- 
supporting evidence was more than the supporting one, the initial 
conclusion should be changed. However, If the supporting evidence was 
more than the non-supporting one, it meant that the conclusion is 
confirmed and became the final conclusion of the research. 
 
(Miles and Huberman, 1994: 16-20) 
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G. The Trustworthiness of Data 
Validity is the appropriateness, meaningfulness, and usefulness of 
inferences that researcher makes based on the collected, while reliability is 
the consistency of these inferences over time (Fraenkel and Wallen, 2000: 
506). In analyzing the data, the research also needs to analyze the validity of 
the data sources to get the valid data. To prove and to check the data 
validation of a data scientifically and responsibly, qualitative research must 
use the relevant technique of data analysis. To ensure that all researcher is not 
being misinformed, the researcher use triangulation technique in research. 
According to Moleong (2014: 330) states that triangulation is a technical 
analysis of data which is benefitted something out of data itself in order to 
check the result of data or as a data comparer”. Meanwhile, Silverman (2005: 
212) states that triangulation refers to the attempt to get a „true‟ fix on a 
situation by combining different ways of looking at it or different finding.  
Moleong (2014: 330) states that "there is four kind of triangulations, 
namely triangulation source, method, researcher, and theory". The researcher 
can recheck the result by comparing them with several sources, method, 
researcher, and theory. The first triangulation of source, that is the useful 
sources of multiple data source to help in understanding a phenomenon. The 
second triangulation method, that is the use of multiple research methods to 
study a phenomenon. The third triangulation of researcher, that is the use of 
multiple researchers in collecting and interpreting the data. The last 
triangulation of theory, that is the use of multiple theories and perspectives to 
help to interpret and explain the data. 
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In this research, the researcher used the triangulation of method to get 
validity of the data. It is comparing and checking the validity of the data 
collected in different time and technique of data collection. The researcher 
evaluated the data which were collected by document and interview. The 
document was collected from teacher‟s task that has given to the students‟. 
The researcher interviewed the students‟ in that class about the students‟ 
difficulties in comprehension of the reading texts. The researcher uses the 
data from interview and document is taken from the student‟s worksheet as 
the implementation of method triangulation. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
A. Research Findings 
In the research, the researcher classified the findings into some points 
that consist of students‟ difficulties in comprehending English reading, the 
difficulties faced by students and the factors of causing the students' 
difficulties in comprehending English reading. Obtaining the data, the 
researcher used the document to analyze students' difficulties in 
comprehending English reading. The researcher took the student‟s worksheet 
for the test. Reading the descriptive text that had been received before. The 
process of collecting data was held on May 27
th
, 2017. The researcher also 
used the interview to know the factors of causing the students' difficulties in 
comprehending English reading. The subject of the research is limited to the 
seventh grade students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. 
Below is the table of students initial name, their score in of reading test 
and their standard in reading comprehending. The score gets from the reading 
test by the teacher of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten.        
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Table 4.1 
The Result of Student’s Reading Comprehending Score 
No  Written by  Score  Student’s 
Mastery  
1.   AEL 60 Average  
2.  A 77 Good 
3.  ATG 74 Good 
4. ANN 70 Good  
5. AW 57 Average 
6. BS 70 Good  
7. BM 74 Good 
8. BO 50 Average 
9. BYS 74 Good 
10. DAW 57 Average 
11. HF 50 Average 
12. IPA 50 Average 
13. ICP 57 Average 
14. IK 54 Average 
15. LAU 50 Average 
16. MAS 90 Excellent  
17. MT 57 Average 
18. NAR 70 Good 
19. NRA 84 Good 
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20. NF 57 Average 
21. PAR 54 Average 
22. RS 54 Average 
23. RBNA 57 Average 
24. RNF 37 Fair  
25. RPA 77 Good 
26. SAD 60 Average 
27. SM 57 Average 
28. VAB 57 Average 
29. WM 54 Average 
30. ZAY 54 Average 
 
The data were collected from the students‟ score. The data was taken 
from 30 students in 7A class. The data show that the highest score is 90 and 
the lowest score is 37. It can be categorized when one is excellent level. From 
the data, it can be seen that most of the students were categorized into the 
good level. So, their reading comprehension is good, it can be seen on the 
table above that there is 1 student who gets excellent level, there are 9 
students who get the good level, there are 19 students who get average level, 
and there is 1 student who gets fair level. 
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1. The Students’ Difficulty in Comprehending English Reading Text 
The research finding, the researcher presented the result of 
analyzing the data. The subjects are the seventh grade students of 7A class 
at MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten. There are thirty data collected by the 
researcher. The researcher analyzed the students score from their 
worksheet in order to know how the students in comprehending English 
reading. The type of the worksheet which was done by the students was 
multiple choices with four options such as a, b, c, d. 
To analyze the students‟ score from their worksheet is based on the 
scoring rubric according to Brown‟s (2003: 215). Then, each score is 
analyzed by using formula from the level of mastery, the material of 
reading comprehending there are understanding to look for the main idea, 
for the detail information and understanding vocabulary of the text.  
Based on the 4.1 table, the researcher categorized the student‟s 
score into 4 categories using Brown theory (2003: 215). There is 
excellent, good, average, and fair level. Meanwhile, the students level can 
be seen in the table below:  
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Table 4.2 
The Students Difficulty in Comprehending English Reading Based 
on The Scoring Rubric According to Brown (2003: 215) 
Students of number Score  Level of mastery  Percentage  
2 90-100 Excellent 
 
6.66% 
8 70-89 Good  
 
26.66% 
19 50-59 Average 
 
63.34% 
1 30-49 Fair  
 
3.34% 
 
Based on the table above, there is 2 students who get excellent 
level, 8 students who get the good level, 19 students who get average 
level, 1 student who get fair level. It means that the students at the 
excellent level have 90-100, the students in the good level have 70-89, 
the students in the good average level have 50-59, and the students in 
good level fair have 30-49. 
In the excellent level, the students have percentage score 6.66%. 
There are 2 students who get excellent level. Their score is about 90-100, 
so their score mastery level is excellent. The result shows that in this 
level, the students have the excellent level of comprehending English 
reading. 
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The students who get good level are 8 students, their score is about 
70-89, so their score mastery level is good level and the percentage of 
their score is 26.66%. From 30 students there are 8 students who get the 
good level. The result shows that in their level, the students have the 
good level of comprehending English reading because their score is more 
than 69. 
In the average level, the students have percentage score 63.34%. 
From 30 students, there are 19 students who get average level. They have 
the score about 50-59, so their score mastery level is average. The result 
shows that in this level, the students have less in comprehending English 
reading because their score is less than 70.  
The students who get fair level is 1 student, her score is about 30-
49, so her level mastery of the score is fair to level and the percentage of 
her score is 3.34%. From 30 students, there is 1 student who gets fair 
level. The result shows that the student has very low in comprehending 
English reading 
Based on the data above, students in comprehending English 
reading can be divided into 4 categories level of mastery. There are 
excellent level about 6.66% (2 students), the good level about 26.66% (8 
students), to the average level about 63.34% (19 students), and fair level 
about 3.34% (1 student). In conclusion, the students in comprehending 
English reading are less because mostly the students have the average 
level (63.34%).  There are 19 students who get less from 30 students. 
Then, there are 2 students who get excellent level. 
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The researcher analyzed the students‟ score in detail by making the 
answer distribution of each comprehending indicator based on the test 
item to find out the students‟ level in comprehending English reading. 
There are understanding to look for the main idea, understanding to look 
for the detail information and understanding about the vocabulary of the 
text. 
The researcher used the Sudijono‟s formula to analyze the data. 
The Sudijono‟s formula shows the percentage of the correct answers 
which help to show students‟ problem in reading comprehending. 
The indicator of the students‟ understanding in reading comprehending 
can be seen on the table below: 
 
Table 4.3 
Distribution of Total Correct Answer in Item of Understanding 
Looking for The Main Idea of The Text   
Distribution Correct answer in looking for the main idea of 
the text   
Item Number 1 
 
7 17 26 28 
Total  18 
 
16 21 15 12 
There are 5 items  
F  = 82 
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N = 30 x 5 = 150 
P  =     ?   x 100% =  ???     x 100% = 54, 66% 
           ?                     ???  
 
 
Based on the data above the researcher described that from 5 item 
question tasks given to the students in order to look for the main idea of 
the text, there are 83 correct answers from total answers: 150. The mean 
of students in percentage is 54.66% correct answers. The result shows 
that the students in comprehending English reading dealing with the 
students‟ understanding in looking for the main idea of the text question 
are less. 
The model of questions to find out the main idea of the students‟ 
test can be seen below: 
a. What is the main idea of the text? (Multiple choice numbers 1). 
b. What is the main idea of the text? (Multiple choice numbers 7). 
c. What is the main idea of the last paragraph? (Multiple choice 
numbers 17). 
d. What is the main idea of the last paragraph? (Multiple choice 
numbers 26). 
e. What is the main idea of the last paragraph? (Multiple choice 
numbers 28). 
The model question to find out the main idea from the students‟ 
worksheet can be seen in the appendix. 
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Table 4.4 
Distribution of Total Correct Answer in Item of Understanding of The 
Looking for The Details Information of The Text 
Distribution Correct Answer in Looking for the Details Information 
Item Number 5    6    8   10  11  
 
12  14 18 19  20 
 
21 23 24 27 29 
 
Total  29  30  26 24  14 
 
28  16  9    24  16 21  2    14  20  
25 
 
 
There are 15 items  
F  = 298 
N = 30 x 15 = 450 
P  =     ?   x 100% =  ???     x 100% = 66, 22% 
           ?                     ??? 
 
 
Based on the data above, the researcher described that there are 15 
item question tasks given to the students. The students needed to look for 
the details information of the text. From the total answers which are 450 
answers, there are 289 correct answers. The mean of students‟ correct 
answer in percentage is 66.22%. The result shows that the students in 
comprehending English reading dealing with the students looking for the 
details information of the text question are average. 
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The model of understanding vocabulary question of the student‟s 
test can be seen below: 
a. How many dogs does the writer have? (Multiple choice numbers 5). 
b. Why does the writer call the collie, Brownie? The writer calls the 
collie, Brownie because (multiple choice numbers 6). 
c. Where did Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles build the Botanical 
Gardens? (Multiple choice numbers 8). 
d. The description of Rafflesia that shows its part can be found in 
(multiple choice numbers 10). 
e. Which statement is correct based on the text? (Multiple choice 
numbers 11). 
f. Rafflesia arnoldi is unusual because of its.... Size (multiple choice 
numbers 12). 
g. Rafflesia Arnoldi is the biggest flower (multiple choice numbers 14). 
h. The text mainly tells us about (multiple choice numbers 18). 
i. The writer's friend has just bought … from blowfish shoes products 
(multiple choice numbers 19). 
j. Why does the writer admire her friend? (Multiple choice numbers 
20). 
k. Writer writes the text in order to (multiple choice numbers 21). 
l. Where does the writer usually put her small items? (Multiple choice 
numbers 23). 
m. What makes the small items of the writer not falling down in the 
bag? (Multiple choice numbers 24). 
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n. What is the purpose of the text? (Multiple choice numbers 27). 
o. Where can people enjoy beautiful scenery in Amed? (Multiple 
choice numbers 29). 
The questions to find the main idea of students‟worksheet can be 
seen in the appendix. 
 
Table 4.5 
Distribution of Total Correct Answer in Item of Understanding 
Vocabulary of The Text 
Distribution Correct Answer in Understanding Vocabulary 
Item Number 4 13 15 16 22 25 30 
 
Total  30 15 26 24 13 16 0 
 
There are 7 items  
F  = 124 
N = 30 x 7 = 210 
P  =     ?   x 100% =  ???     x 100% = 59, 09% 
           ?                     ??? 
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Based on the data above, it can be described that from 7 item 
question tasks given for the students to understand the vocabulary text, 
there are 124 correct answers from the total answers: 210.  The mean of 
students‟ correct answer in percentage is 59.09%. The result shows that 
the students in comprehending English reading dealing with the students 
understanding the vocabulary of the text question are less. 
The model of understanding vocabulary question of the student‟s 
test can be seen below: 
a. She has long and thick fur”. The antonym of the underlined word is 
(multiple choice number 4). 
b. The word 'they' in the last paragraph refers to (multiple choice 
number 13). 
c. " ... they are seeking in Boyolali" (paragraph 3) What does the 
underlined word refer to? (multiple choice number 15). 
d. They are displayed in different places. The antonym of the underlined 
word is (multiple choice number 16). 
e. She really has perfect appearance. The word "she" refers to (multiple 
choice number 22). 
f. “I've spent much money on a bag and I don't regret it”. The 
underlined word refers to …the bag (multiple choice number 25). 
g. “…. Because it is an exhausting trip.” (paragraph 1) The underlined 
word has similar meaning to (multiple choice number 30). 
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The model of questions for understanding vocabulary in the 
students‟ worksheet can be seen in the appendix. 
 From the indicators of reading comprehending, the researcher used 
Brown‟s theory (2004: 206). Brown‟s said that the theory there are eight 
indicators such as: main idea (topic), expression/ idiom/ phrases in the 
context, inference (implied detail), grammatical feature, detail (scanning 
for a specifically stated detail), excluding facts not written (unstated 
detail), supporting idea (s), vocabulary in context.  
From the worksheet, the researcher found 3 indicators of reading 
comprehending. There is the main idea (topic), detail (scanning for a 
specifically stated detail), vocabulary in context. The percentage of each 
indicator in comprehending reading can be seen in the table below:  
 
Table 4.6 
The Percentage of Each Indicator in Comprehending Reading 
No  Indicator in Comprehending Indicator of the Correct 
Answer (%) 
1. Understanding in looking for the 
main idea of the text 
54.66% 
2. Understanding of the looking for the 
details information of the text 
66.22% 
3. Understanding vocabulary of the text 59.09% 
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Based on the data above it can be said that there are 54.66% students 
who have less level in understanding to look for the main idea of the text. 
Then, there are 66.22%  students who have the average level of 
understanding to look for the details information of the text. Next, there 
are 59.09% students who have less level in understanding the vocabulary 
of the text.  
 
2. Difficulties Faced by The Students 
From the indicators of reading comprehending, the researcher used 
Brown‟s theory (2004: 206). Brown‟s said that the theory there are eight 
indicators such as: main idea (topic), expression/ idiom/ phrases in the 
context, inference (implied detail), grammatical feature, detail (scanning 
for a specifically stated detail), excluding facts not written (unstated 
detail), supporting idea (s), vocabulary in context. From the worksheet, the 
researcher found 3 indicators of reading comprehending. There is the main 
idea (topic), detail (scanning for a specifically stated detail), vocabulary in 
context.  
Based on the research finding, it can be concluded that there are 
54.66% (less) students who are correct in answering questions items to 
look for the main idea, so 45.34% students faced difficulties in that 
question items. There are 66.22% (average) students who are correct in 
answering question items to look for the details information, so 33.78% 
students faced difficulties in the question items. There are 59.09% (less) 
students who are correct in answering question items for understanding 
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vocabulary, so 40.91% students faced difficulties in that question items.  
Based on the research finding of students in comprehending English 
reading from worksheet and interview on May 26
th 
2017 with seventh 
grade students in MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten, the researcher found several 
difficulties faced by the students in reading comprehending. There are 
some problems or difficulties faced by the students such as:       
a. Inadequate instruction presented by the teacher  
The first problem was inadequate instruction presented by the 
teacher, based on the interview with the students in the seven A class 
her name is BS.    
The Researcher  :I Menurut kamu pelajaran bahasa inggris 
disini menyenangkan tidak?. 
Interviewee  : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan, 
kadang tidak. 
The Researcher  :   Miss A kan gurunya?. 
Interviewee  :   Iya mbak Miss A.  
The Researcher  :I Bagaimana cara mengajarnya jelas tidak 
ketika menerangkan?. 
Interviewee   :  Jelas sih mbak setelah menerangkan 
selalu diberi soal-soal.  
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From the interview above, the teacher is a key factor in teaching. 
Without the teacher, the learners will not gain and gather information. 
In this problem, the teacher is the most affected person. If the teacher 
is a resourceful person, then this problem will be solved. It is 
important that a teacher must make an alternate solution or ways on 
how to sustain needs in teaching. Through this ways, teaching 
learning process will become productive and conducive. The 
classroom supplies are the important material in teaching. Without 
these materials, learning cannot take place. The researcher found 
seventh grade students in MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten are bored when 
teaching learning process was happening. 
b. Lack of pupil interest 
The second problem was lack of pupil interest, based on the 
interview with the students in the seven A class her name is NRA.    
The Researcher  :aMenurutmu pelajaran bahasa Inggris di 
kelas menyenangkan tidak, suka dengan 
pelajaranya?. 
Interviwee  : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan, 
kadang tidak trus saya juga tidak terlalu 
suka dengan pelajaranya. 
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From the interview above, the lack of interest of students in 
reading English so that students' understanding is less and do not 
understand the meaning of the material. The students can not 
understand the content of the material or the sentence makes the 
students need more time to find the meaning of the word and the 
correct answer. They use dictionaries to search for their meaning. 
c. The students limited to vocabularies  
The third problem was students limited to vocabularies, based on 
the interview with the students in the seven A class her name is ANN.    
The Researcher  :I Kalau dalam membaca teks bahasa 
Inggsis biasanya menemui kesulitan apa?. 
Interviwee  : Membaca itu susahnya memahami teksnya 
mbak.  
The Researcher  : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana 
mengerjakannya jika isi teksnya saja tidak 
tahu? 
Interviwee  : Saya kira-kira saja mbak biasanyakan 
jawabannya ada didalam teksnya tapi 
kadang-kadang cuma asal jawab yang 
penting dijawab. 
The Researcher  : Kenapa tidak membuka kamus saja kalau 
tidak ulangan boleh buka kamuskan?. 
Interviwee  :  Boleh buka kamus mbak, tapi kadang-
kadang kata Inggrisnya tidak ada mbak terus 
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belum nanti waktunya habis untuk membuka 
kamus.  
From the interview above, learning to read written texts is not 
the same as learning to understand written texts. Reading 
comprehension involves understanding the vocabulary, seeing 
relationships among words and concepts, organizing ideas, 
recognizing the author‟s purpose, evaluating the context, and making 
judgments. The students cannot understand what the text is about 
because they do not know the meaning of the word. The researcher 
found seventh grade students‟ in MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten 
knowledge about vocabulary is less.  
 
3. The Factors of Causing The Students' Difficulties  
Based on the research finding, the researcher found that there are 
54.66% (less) students who are correct in answering the question items to 
look for the main idea, so 45.34% students faced difficulties in that 
question items. There are 66.22% (average) students who are correct in 
answering question items to look for the details information, so 33.78% 
students faced difficulties in that question items. There are 59.09% (less) 
students who are correct in answering question items for understanding 
vocabulary, so 40.91% students faced difficulties in that question items. 
Based on the research finding of students from worksheet and interview on 
May 26
th 
2017 with the seventh grade students in MTs Negeri Mlinjon 
Klaten, the researcher found several factors of causing the students' 
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difficulties in reading comprehending. There are some factors of causing 
the students' difficulties such as:    
a. Learners‟ background 
The first factor of causing the students' difficulties in reading 
comprehending was learners‟ background, based on the interview with 
the students in the seven A class her name is MAS. 
The Researcher  : Cara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau 
pelajaran bahasa Inggris?. 
interviwee  :  Saya dirumah jarang mbak belajar 
pelajaran bahasa Inggris paling melihat-
lihat materi yang sudah dipelajari. 
From the interview above, the researcher found that the factors 
of causing students‟ difficulties were related to their background. It 
was because most of the students are lack of interest in learning 
reading. They did not have any desires to read English text and they 
were lazy and afraid to read the English text. Another factor is the 
students‟ lack of motivation to learn reading. They said that reading is 
boring. Mostly, the students in MTs N Klaten had a lack of prior 
knowledge in reading English text. Especially, they are first grade 
student in junior high school, so that they only had not enough prior 
knowledge in elementary school.   
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b. Teachers technique 
The second factor of causing the students' difficulties in reading 
comprehending was teachers technique, based on the interview with 
the students in the seven A class her name is IPA. 
The Researcher  :   Menurutmu pelajaran bahasa inggris di 
kelas menyenangkan tidak, suka dengan 
pelajaranya?. 
Interviwee  : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan 
kadang tidak terus saya juga tidak terlalu 
suka dengan pelajaranya. 
The Researcher  :  Menurut kamu ketika pelajaran 
berlangsung apakah gurunya menjelaskan 
materi dengan jelas? 
Interviwee :  Kurang paham karena Miss A kalau ngajar 
kadang-kadang menggunakan bahasa 
Inggris jadi malah membuat saya kurang 
paham. 
From the interview above, the researcher found the student‟s 
difficulties in comprehending English reading was related to the 
teaching technique. The teacher is a subject in education who has the 
duty to transfer the knowledge to the students and choosing the 
technique to teach because it is related to the students‟ understanding 
the material. Based on the data interviews, most students said that the 
teacher‟s explanation is not as interesting as they expected. The 
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teacher always explained the material without using various teaching 
technique. She always used lecture technique. The teacher explained 
the materials, then she ordered to read the text and finally the students 
did the exercised. They thought that it was bored.  
c. The learners‟ environment. 
The last factor of causing the students' difficulties in reading 
comprehending was learners‟ environment, based on the interview 
with the students in the seven A class her name is WM. 
The Researcher  : Pernah diperpustakaan adakah disana 
buku bacaan bahasa Inggris selain buku 
pelajarannya?  
Interviwee  :  Kalau buku bacaan saya tidak tahu mbak 
setahu saya hanya ada buku pelajaran.  
The Researcher  :  Cara belajar di rumah kamu bagaimana?. 
Interviwee  : Paling saya mempelajari materi-materi 
yang sudah pernah dijelasin sama Miss A 
mbak. 
The Researcher  : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa 
bahasa Inggris atau kalau ada PR Inggris 
ada yang mengajari?  
Interviwee   :   Tidak ada mbak saya kerjakan sendiri. 
From the interview above, the last factor causing the students 
difficulties in comprehending English reading is because of their 
environment. Their school did not provide enough reading material for 
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them, so they cannot learn reading well. Moreover, the students also 
have the problem in their home. They said that they are lack of 
parental control in learning. Most of them did not have enough 
motivation from their parents to learn English. 
 
B. Discussion 
In this research, the researcher discussed the research finding covering 
the difficulties faced by the students and the factors of causing the students' 
difficulties in comprehending English reading. 
To analyze the comprehending score by the seven grade students of 
MTs N Mlinjon Klaten above, the researcher used reading scoring rubric by 
Brown‟s (2003: 215) standard in reading comprehension. The scores were 
taken from teacher‟s document when she tested the students in the previous 
meeting. Before the researcher discovered whether the students faced 
difficulties or not, the researcher classified the students‟ score using  Brown‟s 
(2003: 215) standard in reading comprehension. Brown‟s said that there is 4 
level of standard in reading comprehension such ass excellent, good, average 
and fair. 
In this research, the researcher took 30 students at seven grade of MTs 
N Mlinjon Klaten as the subject of the study. While the object of the study is 
the seven grade students‟ worksheet. 
Based on the students‟ score, the researcher classified the difficulties 
faced by the students in comprehending English reading. It can be divided 
into 4 category levels of mastery. There excellent level about 6.66% (2 
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students have score 90-100), the good level about 26.66% (8 students have 
score 70-89), the average level about 63.34% (19 students have score 50-59), 
the fair level about 3.34% (1 student have score 30-49). In MTs N Mlinjon 
Klaten, the standard of the minimum score is 71. From the data, the students 
are categorized having a good comprehending English reading when their 
score can reach excellent (90-100) and good (70-89) level. 
 In conclusion, the students in comprehending English reading are less 
because most of the students have the average level (63.34%). From 30 
students, there are 19 students who get less then there are 2 students who get 
excellent level. The researcher also identified the difficulties faced by the 
students in comprehending English reading.  
Then, the researcher found that there are 54.66% (less) the students who 
are correct in answering to look for the main idea of the question items, so 
45.34% students faced difficulties in that question items. There are 66.22% 
(average) students who are correct in answering question items to look for the 
details information, so 33.78% students faced difficulties in that question 
items. There are 59.09% (less) students who are correct in answering the 
question items about understanding vocabulary, so 40.91% students faced 
difficulties in that question items. 
After categorizing the students‟ score, the researcher concluded that in 
MTs N Mlinjon Klaten, the students faced difficulty in comprehending 
English reading text. In this research, the researcher tried to identify the 
difficulties faced by the students in comprehending English reading 
thoroughly the mistaken that they had done on their worksheet. The 
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researcher also tried to identify the difficulties faced by the students in 
comprehending English reading thoroughly the result of the interview from 
the students.  
To identify the students‟ difficulty in comprehending English reading 
text, the researcher used Kennedy (1981: 195-197) theory. Kennedy said that 
the difficulties in reading comprehension are produced by a variety of factor, 
there are: the difficulties during the learning process, such as: Inadequate 
instruction presented by the teacher, lack of pupil interest, the students cannot 
understand the material, and the students have limited vocabularies.  
In MTs N Mlinjon Klaten, the researcher found 3 kinds of difficulties 
faced by students in comprehending English reading text. There is inadequate 
instruction presented by the teacher, the students cannot understand the 
material, and the students have limited vocabularies.  
First, the students had difficulty because of inadequate instruction 
presented by the teacher. It can be explained as selecting the wrong skill to 
emphasize. Because the teacher selected the wrong skill to emphasize, it 
made the students in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten are bored when teaching learning 
process was happening. 
Second, the students had difficulty because of lack of pupil interest. It 
made the students in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten did not understand the meaning 
of the material or sentence, when they read the text. The students need more 
times to look for the correct answer. They used the dictionary to search the 
meaning. It is in line with Kennedy‟s theory (1981: 195-197). It is difficult to 
any but the most thoroughly disciplines readers to concentrate on material 
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they dislike or that related to their personal interest. Without thoughtful 
attention to the content comprehension of such materials will be negligible. 
The students in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten said that reading English is difficult. 
They were not familiar with the vocabulary. When the students did not 
interest with the materials, it caused the students having difficulty in 
absorbing the materials. 
Last, the students had difficulty because of the students limited of 
vocabulary. The students cannot understand what the text is about because 
they do not know the meaning of the word. The researcher found seventh 
grade students‟ in MTs Negeri Mlinjon Klaten knowledge about vocabulary 
is less. They needed to look for the meaning of the vocabulary in the 
dictionary. And sometimes, they ignored the keyword of the text, so that 
students‟ reading comprehending English text is less. It is in line with 
Kennedy (1981: 195-197), an excessive vocabularies burden focuses the 
reader to rely on the dictionary or to bypass many important words. 
In the research, the researcher tried to identify factors of causing the 
students' difficulties in comprehending English reading thoroughly the 
mistaken that they had done on their worksheet. The researcher identified the 
factors of causing the students' difficulties in comprehending English reading 
using Westwood (2001: 16). Westwood said that the factor causing difficulty 
are they concern with learners‟ background, teacher‟s technique, and the 
learners‟ environment. The data is taken from the result of the interview from 
the students. Factors of causing the students' difficulties in comprehending 
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English reading during the learning process, such as: learners‟ background, 
teacher‟s technique, and the learners‟ environment.  
First, the factor of causing difficulty in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten is 
learners‟ background. Westwood (2001: 16) said that the learners‟ 
background related with the learner attitude toward reading, such as interest 
and motivation in reading and the prior knowledge that the learner has known 
before. In MTs N Mlinjon Klaten most of the students are lack of interest in 
learning reading.  
They did not have any desires to read English text and they were lazy 
and afraid to read the English text. Another factor is the students‟ lack of 
motivation to learn reading. They said that reading is boring. Mostly, the 
students in MTs N Klaten had a lack of prior knowledge in reading English 
text. Especially, they are first grade student in junior high school, so that they 
only had not enough prior knowledge in elementary school.   
Second, teacher‟s technique also caused the difficulty faced by the 
students in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. The researcher found the student‟s 
difficulties in comprehending English reading was related to the teaching 
technique. The teacher is a subject in education who has the duty to transfer 
the knowledge to the students and choosing the technique to teach because it 
is related to the students‟ understanding the material. Based on the data 
interviews, most students said that the teacher‟s explanation is not as 
interesting as they expected.  
 
77 
 
The teacher always explained the material without using various 
teaching technique. She always used lecture technique. The teacher explained 
the materials, then she ordered to read the text and finally the students did the 
exercised. They thought that it was bored. Westwood (2001: 16)said that 
therefore, the teacher should be careful in choosing the technique to teach 
because it related to the students‟ understanding of the material. 
The last factor causing the students difficulties in comprehending 
English reading is because of their environment. Their school did not provide 
enough reading material for them, so they cannot learn reading well. 
Moreover, the students in MTs N Mlinjon Klaten also have the problem in 
their home. They said that they are lack of parental control in learning. Most 
of them did not have enough motivation from their parents to learn English. It 
is in line with Westwood‟s theory (2001: 16). Home and school are the two 
kinds of learners‟ environment that can influence their learning reading 
achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
78 
 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
After analyzing the result of the students' difficulties and the factors of 
causing the students' difficulties in reading comprehending English reading text at 
seventh grade students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten in Academic Year 2016/2017, 
the researcher draws the conclusion based on the result of analyzing the data. The 
researcher also proposed some suggestions for teaching learning process in 
reading sessions.  
A. Conclusion 
Based on analyzed data there are excellent level about 6.66% (2 
students have score 90-100), good level about 26.66% (8 students have score 
70-89), average level about 63.34% (19 students have score 50-59), fair level 
about 3.34% (1 student has score 30-49), the researcher drawn the 
conclusions as follows, there are the students get problem to look for the 
identifying main idea of the text, identifying specific word in the text and 
many students have difficulty in understanding the structure of the text. They 
have limited vocabulary. The students cannot understand the material. They 
do not understand when finding a long text. The students have the problem to 
visualize the text or material.  
The solution to overcoming the students‟ difficulties such as the 
students need to take note and memorize vocabulary. They bring dictionary 
and teacher translates the material (3) The teacher motivates the students to 
understand the material. 
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From the result of data analysis of interview, the researcher found three 
factors causing the students‟ difficulties in comprehending English reading 
text. They concern with learners‟ background, teacher‟s technique, and the 
learners‟ environment. 
The first factor is learners‟ background that causes their difficulties. 
There are students are lack of interest in learning reading because they do not 
have the desire to read English text and they are lazy and afraid to read the 
English text. The students are lack of motivation to learn reading because 
reading is boring for them. And from the grammar, the vocabulary or English 
text. 
Teaching technique is the second factor because it influences the 
students‟ understanding of the material explained by the teacher. Mostly, the 
students said that their teacher‟s technique is not interesting, the teacher does 
not give clear instruction in teaching reading, the teacher rarely uses media in 
teaching, and she/he cannot create interesting activity in learning.  
The last factor comes from the learners‟ environment. There are two 
kinds of environment that cause difficulties. They are school and home 
environment. The majority of the students experienced lack of facilities in 
their school since it did not provide enough reading material for them. They 
are said that lack of parental control in learning because they do not have 
enough motivation from the parent and lack of parents‟ attention.  
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B. Suggestion 
1. To The Teacher 
These suggestions are very useful for the English teachers, especially 
for the English teacher at the seventh grade students in MTs N Mlinjon 
Klaten.  
a. The teachers should learn better and be more creative in applying the 
techniques of teaching reading skill. It is used to solve the students‟ 
difficulties in comprehending the reading text.  
b. The teacher should identify and teach the vocabulary that related to 
the text to be learned before the students read the text. It will make the 
students easy to understand the text.  
c. The teacher allows the students to take more exposes in expressing 
their ideas and always make them to be active students by 
participating them in every session in the learning process.         
d. The teachers manage the time carefully supposed they get right 
material proportion.  
 
2. To School 
a. The school library should provide the collection of English book. 
b. The school should facilitate the teaching learning process.  
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3. To The Students 
a. The students have to increase their vocabulary, by reading English 
textbook, find the meaning, and memorize a lot of vocabulary.   
b. The students have to study more in reading English text to improve 
their ability to read skill.  
c. The students must be able to understand the reading of the descriptive 
text in their English practice. 
d. The students can add their vocabulary to understand in English text. 
e. The students must participate actively in the class.  
 
4. To Researcher 
The researcher analyzes that this research paper is not perfect yet. 
There are still many weaknesses dealing with the theory or method or 
maybe the idea because of the limited skill of the researcher. It is also 
suggested to the further researchers who want to analyze about students‟ 
difficulties in reading comprehension, it would be better to analyze with 
different aspects of this research. This research can support the result of 
the last research and this research can give a new inspiration to the next 
researcher. Furthermore, the researcher hopes the next researcher will 
apply a strategy or method to solve the students‟ difficulties in reading 
comprehension. 
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KELAS 7A 
URT NAMA SISWA L/P 
1.  AEL P 
2.  A P 
3.  ATG L 
4.  ANN L 
5.  AW P 
6.  BS  L 
7.  BM L 
8.  BO P 
9.  BYS L 
10.  DAW P 
11.  HF P 
12.  IPA L 
13.  ICP P 
14.  IK L 
15.  LAU P 
16.  MAS P 
17.  MT L 
18.  NAR P 
19.  NRA L 
20.  NF P 
21.  PAR L 
22.  RS L 
23.  RBNA P 
24.  RNF P 
25.  RPA P 
26.  SAD P 
27.  SMU P 
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28.  VAB P 
29.  WM P 
30.  ZAY L 
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Interview with The Students 
 
The researcher comes to the 7
th 
 A class when breathing on May 26
th
, 2017 and 
wanted some students to look for the difficulties faced in comprehending English 
reading text by the seventh grade students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten. The researcher 
interviews the students who have the good score and low score. There are 5 students 
who have the good score and 5 students low score to interview. Below some 
interview with some seventh grade students of MTs N Mlinjon Klaten:          
1. Interview with the first student (good score) 
Researcher : Assamualaikum, pagi dek,  
Students : Iya mbak Walaikumsalam. 
Researcher : Bisa minta waktu sebentar buat interview?  
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher :iSaya mau tanya tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini 
boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya ANN. 
Researcher : Nama panggilannya siapa? 
Students : Panggil saja A mbak. 
Researcher : Baiklah pertama-tama kamu suka pelajaran bahasa inggris?. 
Students : Biasa saja sih mbak. 
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students : Iya mbak udah dipelajari di kelas.  
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students : Iya mbak tahu.  
Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students : Tidak suka soalnya berbahasa Inggris.  
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Researcher :iGuru bahasa Inggrisnya Miss A ya? Menurut mu bagaimana 
cara mengajarnya apa kah sudah jelas?  
Students :iBiasa saja sih mbak tapi kadang-kadang kurang 
menyenangkan mbak dan  pelajarannya membosenkan. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajarinya menurut kamu 
dek?.  
Students : Sulit memahami kata-katanya mbak. 
Researcher :iKalau dalam membaca teks bahasa Inggsis biasanya 
menemui kesulitan apa?. 
Students : Membaca itu susahnya memahami teksnya mbak.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students :iSaya kira-kira saja mbak biasanyakan jawabannya ada 
didalam teksnya tapi kadang-kadang cuma asal jawab yang 
penting dijawab. 
Researcher :iKenapa tidak membuka kamus saja kalau tidak ulangan 
boleh buka kamuskan?. 
Students :iBoleh buka kamus mbak, tapi kadang-kadang kata 
Inggrisnya tidak ada mbak terus belum nanti waktunya habis 
untuk membuka kamus.  
Researcher : Menurut pendapatmu sendiri, apa yang menyebabkan kamu 
sulit dalam mempelajari text deskriptif?. 
Students : Sepertinya karena tidak tahu artinya mbak.  
Researcher :iPernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Kalau buku bacaan saya tidak tahu mbak.  
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau misalnya ada 
ulangan?. 
Students : Paling saya mempelajari materi-materi yang sudah pernah 
dibahas sama Miss A mbak. 
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Researcher :iDirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris atau 
kalau ada PR Inggris ada yang mengajari?  
Students : Tidak ada mbak saya kerjakan sendiri kalau bisa, tetapi jika 
tidak bisa saya nyontek teman mbak. 
Researcher : Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
2. Interview with the second student (good score) 
Researcher : Assamualaikum. 
Students : Walaikumsalam mbak. 
Researcher : Selamat pagi dek,  
Students : Selamat pagi. 
Researcher : Bisa minta waktu sebentar buat interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya NRA. 
Researcher : Menurutmu pelajaran bahasa Inggris di kelas menyenangkan 
tidak, suka dengan pelajaranya?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan, kadang tidak trus 
saya juga tidak terlalu suka dengan pelajaranya. 
Researcher : Menurut kamu ketika pelajaran berlangsung apakah gurunya 
menjelaskan materi dengan jelas? 
Students : Sepertinya jelas mbak tapi saya yang kurang paham karena 
tidak tahu artinya. 
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students : Iya mbak tahu.    
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif?  
Students   : Iya mbak sudah dipelajari di kelas. 
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Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students : Iya mbak saya suka tapi sukanya itu karena mendiskripkan 
sesuatu.  
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa Inggris?.  
Students : Cara membacanya mbak kadang kadang ada yang susah dan 
nulisnya juga. 
Researcher : Kalau dalam membaca teks biasanya menemui kesulitan 
apa?. 
Students : Membaca ya mbak bahasa Inggris?  
Researcher : Iya membaca. 
Students :iKalau saya susah dalam membahami isi teks bahasa Inggris 
mbak karna susah tidak tahu artinya.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Saya kira-kira saja mbak kalau tidak ya tanya sama teman 
jawabannya. 
Researcher :iPernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students :iYa pernah mbak, kalau buku bacaan bahasa Inggris saya 
kurang tahu mbak, setahu saya hanya ada buku pelajarannya 
bahasa Inggris.      
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris?. 
Students : Saya dirumah jarang mbak belajar pelajaran bahasa Inggris 
soalnya hanya itu saja mbak jadi mau belajar apa paling cuma 
lihat-lihat LKS. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris?  
Students :iSaya punya mbak juga di rumah kadang saja minta 
batuannya jika ada PR mbak. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
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Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
3. Interview with the third student (good score) 
Researcher : Assamualaikum, selamat pagi dek bisa minta waktu buat 
interview sebentar? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya BS. 
Researcher : Kamu suka membaca teks bahasa Inggris?. 
Students : Tidak suka mbak. 
Researcher :iMenurut kamu pelajaran bahasa inggris disini 
menyenangkan tidak?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan, kadang tidak. 
Researcher : Miss A kan gurunya?. 
Students :  Iya mbak Miss A.  
Researcher :iBagaimana cara mengajarnya jelas tidak ketika 
menerangkan?. 
Students : Jelas sih mbak setelah menerangkan selalu diberi soal-soal  
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif ? 
Students : Iya mbak sudah. 
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif 
Students  : Iya mbak tahu.    
Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students : Tidak suka mbak karena harus memahami artinya. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa Inggris?.  
Students : Sulit memahami maksudnya mbak. 
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi textnya saja tidak tahu? 
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Students : Saya kira-kira saja mbak. 
Researcher : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?   
Students : Tidak tahu mbak. 
Researcher : Cara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris?. 
Students : Saya dirumah jarang mbak belajar pelajaran bahasa Inggris.  
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris?  
Students : Tidak ada mbak. 
Researcher : Kalau belajar bagaimasa?  
Students   : Belajar sendiri. 
Researcher : Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
4. Interview with the fourth student (good score) 
Researcher :iAssamualaikum, selamat pagi dek, bisa minta waktu 
sebentar buat interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya NAR. 
Researcher : Nama panggilannya siapa? 
Students : Panggil saja N mbak. 
Researcher : Baiklah kamu suka pelajaran bahasa Inggris?. 
Students : Suka mbak. 
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak udah dipelajari di kelas sama Miss A.  
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak tahu.  
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Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students :  Kadang-kadang mbak soalnya berbahasa Inggris.  
Researcher : Menurutmu bagaimana cara guru mengajar di kelas apa kah 
sudah jelas?  
Students :iBiasa saja sih mbak tapi kadang-kadang kurang 
menyenangkan mbak. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajarinya menurut kamu 
dek?.  
Students : Sedikit sulit memahami kata-katanya mbak. 
Researcher :iKalau dalam membaca teks bahasa Inggsis biasanya 
menemui kesulitan apa?. 
Students : Memahami teksnya mbak.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Kadang-kadang cuma asal jawab yang penting dijawab dan 
saya kira-kira saja mbak biasanyakan jawabannya ada 
didalam teksnya terus saya juga jarang membuka kamus 
mbak. 
Researcher : Kenapa tidak membuka kamus saja?. 
Students : Kadang-kadang kata Inggrisnya tidak ada mbak terus blum 
nanti waktunya habis untuk membuka kamus.  
Researcher : Menurut pendapatmu sendiri, apa yang menyebabkan kamu 
sulit dalam mempelajari text deskriptif?. 
Students : Sepertinya karena tidak tahu artinya mbak.  
Researcher :iPernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Kalau buku bacaan saya tidak tahu mbak di perpustakaan 
setahu saya hanya ada buku pelajaran mbak.  
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau misalnya ada 
ulangan?. 
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Students : iPaling saya mempelajari materi-materi yang sudah pernah 
dibahas sama bu guru. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris atau 
kalau ada PR Inggris ada yang mengajari?  
Students : Ada mbak, mas saya, lumayan pandai jadi saya sering minta 
bantuan dia. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
  
5. Interview with the fifth student (good score) 
Researcher : Assamualaikum, pagi dek, bisa minta waktu sebentar buat 
interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya MAS. 
Researcher : Menurutmu pelajaran bahasa Inggris di kelas menyenangkan 
tidak, suka dengan pelajaranya?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan, kadang tidak trus 
saya juga tidak terlalu suka dengan pelajaranya. 
Researcher : Menurut kamu ketika pelajaran berlangsung apakah gurunya 
menjelaskan materi dengan jelas? 
Students : Kurang paham karena tidak tahu artinya. 
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students   :  Iya mbak tahu.    
Researcher  : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif?  
Students   :  Iya mbak sudah dipelajari di kelas. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa Inggris?.  
Students : Cara membacanya mbak kadang-kadang ada yang susah. 
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Researcher : Kalau dalam membaca teks biasanya menemui kesulitan 
apa?. 
Students : Membaca ya mbak bahasa Inggris?  
Researcher : Iya membaca. 
Students : Kalau saya susah dalam membahami isi teks bahasa Inggris.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Saya kira-kira saja mbak kalau tidak ya tanya sama teman 
jawabannya tapi lebih banyak tanya teman. 
Researcher : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Setahu saya hanya ada buku pelajarannya bahasa Inggris.      
Researcher : Cara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris?. 
Students : Saya dirumah jarang mbak belajar pelajaran bahasa Inggris 
paling melihat-lihat materi yang sudah dipelajari. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris?  
Students :iSaya punya mbak juga di rumah kadang saja minta 
batuannya. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
6. Interview with the sixth student (low score) 
Researcher : Assamualaikum, selamat pagi dek bisa minta waktu sebentar 
buat interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya SM. 
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Researcher : Kamu suka membaca teks bahasa Inggris?. 
Students : Tidak suka mbak. 
Researcher :iMenurut kamu pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini 
menyenangkan tidak?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan kadang tidak. 
Researcher : Miss A kan gurunya?. 
Students :  Iya mbak Miss A gurunya.  
Researcher :iBagaimana cara mengajarnya jelas tidak ketika 
menerangkan?. 
Students : Jelas sih mbak tapi setelah menerangkan selalu diberi soal 
soal.  
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif ? 
Students : Iya mbak sudah. 
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif 
Students   :  Iya mbak tahu.    
Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
 Students :  Kurang suka mbak karena harus memahami artinya. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa Inggris?.  
Students : Sulit memahami maksudnya kadang-kadang cari dikamus 
tidak ada mbak.. 
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi textnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Saya kira-kira saja mbak yang sesuai dengan pertanyannya. 
Researcher :iPernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Tidak tahu mbak saya juga jarang ke perpustakaan. 
Researcher : Cara belajarnya di rumah bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris kamu?. 
Students : Mengulang materi dan soal-soal yang pernah dibahas dan 
dikerjakan.  
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Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris?  
Students : Tidak ada mbak. 
Researcher : Kalau belajar bagaimana?  
Students : Saya iku bimbel mbak khusus bahasa Inggris. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
7. Interview with the seventh student (low score)  
Researcher : Assamualaikum,  dek bisa minta waktu sebentar buat 
interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya WM. 
Researcher : Nama panggilannya siapa? 
Students : Panggil saja W mbak. 
Researcher : Kamu suka pelajaran bahasa Inggris?. 
Students : Tidak terlalu suka sih mbak. 
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak udah dipelajari di kelas dijelasin sama Miss A.  
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak tahu.  
Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students : Tidak suka mbak.  
Researcher :iGuru bahasa Inggrisnya Miss A kan? Menurut mu 
bagaimana cara mengajarnya apa kah sudah jelas?  
Students :iBiasa saja sih mbak tapi kadang-kadang pelajarannya 
membosenkan karena setelah dijelasin materi selalu diberi 
soal-soal terus. 
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Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajarinya menurut kamu?.  
Students : Sulit memahami kata-katanya mbak. 
Researcher :iKalau dalam membaca teks bahasa Inggsis biasanya 
menemui kesulitan apa?. 
Students : Membaca itu susahnya memahami isi teksnya mbak.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students :iSaya kira-kira saja mbak biasanyakan jawabannya ada 
didalam teksnya. 
Researcher : Kenapa tidak membuka kamus saja kalau tidak ulangan 
boleh buka kamuskan?. 
Students :iBoleh buka kamus mbak, tapi kadang-kadang kata 
Inggrisnya tidak ada mbak . 
Researcher : Menurut pendapatmu sendiri, apa yang menyebabkan kamu 
sulit dalam mempelajari text deskriptif?. 
Students : Sepertinya karena tidak tahu maksud dan kata-katanya 
mbak.  
Researcher : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Kalau buku bacaan saya tidak tahu mbak setahu saya hanya 
ada buku pelajaran.  
Researcher : Cara belajar di rumah kamu bagaimana?. 
Students : Paling saya mempelajari materi-materi yang sudah pernah 
dijelasin sama Miss A mbak. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris atau 
kalau ada PR Inggris ada yang mengajari?  
Students : Tidak ada mbak saya kerjakan sendiri. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
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8. Interview with the eighth student (low score)  
Researcher : Assamualaikum, dek pagi bisa minta waktu sebentar buat 
interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya IPA. 
Researcher : Menurutmu pelajaran bahasa inggris di kelas menyenangkan 
tidak, suka dengan pelajaranya?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan kadang tidak terus 
saya juga tidak terlalu suka dengan pelajaranya. 
Researcher : Menurut kamu ketika pelajaran berlangsung apakah gurunya 
menjelaskan materi dengan jelas? 
Students : Kurang paham karena Miss A kalau ngajar kadang-kadang 
menggunakan bahasa Inggris jadi malah membuat saya 
kurang paham. 
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students   : Iya mbak udah dipelajari di kelas sama Miss A.   
Researcher  : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif berati?  
Students   :  Iya mbak sudah. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa inggris?.  
Students : Cara memahami bacaannya mbak susah. 
Researcher : Kalau dalam membaca teks biasanya menemui kesulitan 
apa?. 
Students : Membaca ya mbak bahasa inggris?  
Researcher : Iya membaca. 
Students : Kalau saya susah dalam membahami isi teks bahasa Inggris.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
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Students :iTanya sama temen jawabannya tapi lebih banyak tanya 
temen. 
Researcher  : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Tidak tahu mbak.      
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris?. 
Students : Hanya melihat-lihat materi yang sudah dipelajari sama Miss 
A. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa inggris?  
Students : Tidak mbak saya belajar sendiri di rumah. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
9. Interview with the ninth student (low score)  
Researcher : Assamualaikum, selamat pagi dek bisa minta waktu sebentar 
buat interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak? 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya MTA. 
Researcher : Nama panggilannya siapa? 
Students : Panggil saja T mbak. 
Researcher : Baiklah kamu suka pelajaran bahasa Inggris?. 
Students : Iya lumayan sih mbak. 
Researcher : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak udah dipelajari.  
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students :  Iya mbak tahu.  
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Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students :  Suka mbak.  
Researcher :iGuru bahasa Inggrisnya Miss A ya? Menurut mu bagaimana 
cara mengajarnya apa kah sudah jelas?  
Students :iBiasa saja sih mbak tapi kadang-kadang kurang 
menyenangkan mbak. 
Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajarinya menurut kamu?.  
Students : Kadang-kadang sulit memahami kata-katanya mbak. 
Researcher :iKalau dalam membaca teks bahasa Inggsis biasanya 
menemui kesulitan apa?. 
Students : Susahnya memahami teksnya mbak.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Dipahami dulu mbak pertanyannya kira-kira apa jawaban 
yang benar.  
Researcher : Kenapa tidak membuka kamus saja kalau tidak ulangan 
boleh buka kamuskan?. 
Students :iBoleh buka kamus mbak, tapi kadang-kadang kata 
Inggrisnya tidak.  
Researcher : Menurut pendapatmu sendiri, apa yang menyebabkan kamu 
sulit dalam mempelajari text deskriptif?. 
Students : Sepertinya karena tidak tahu artinya mbak.  
Researcher : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Setahu saya kalau buku bacaan saya tidak ada mbak.  
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau misalnya ada 
ulangan?. 
Students : Paling saya mempelajari materi yang sudah pernah dibahas 
sama Miss A di kelas mbak. 
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Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa inggris atau 
kalau ada PR Inggris ada yang mengajari?  
Students : Ibu saya seorang guru bahasa Inggris mbak jadi saya bisa 
tanya ibu saya. 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
 
10. Interview with the tenth student (low score)  
Researcher : Assamualaikum, pagi dek, bisa minta waktu sebentar buat 
interview? 
Students : Interview apa mbak?. 
Researcher : Tentang pelajaran bahasa Inggris disini boleh?.  
Students : Iya mbak boleh. 
Researcher : Kamu namanya siapa?. 
Students : Nama saya PAR. 
Researcher : Menurutmu pelajaran bahasa Inggris di kelas menyenangkan 
tidak, suka dengan pelajaranya?. 
Students : Ya lumayan mbak kadang menyenangkan terus saya juga 
tidak terlalu suka dengan pelajaranya. 
Researcher : Menurut kamu ketika pelajaran berlangsung apakah gurunya 
menjelaskan materi dengan jelas? 
Students : Saya kurang paham mbak 
. Researcher : Kalau kurang paham kenapa tidak tanya? 
Students : Takut dimarahi mbak.  
Researcher : Kamu tahu tentang teks deskriptif? 
Students   :  Iya mbak tahu.   
Researcher  : Kamu sudah mempelajari tentang text deskriptif?  
Students   :  Iya mbak sudah mempelajari. 
Researcher : Suka membaca texs deskriptif? 
Students : Kurang suka mbak.  
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Researcher : Ada masalah tidak dalam mempelajari bahasa Inggris?.  
Students : Cara membacanya mbak. 
Researcher : Kalau dalam membaca teks biasanya menemui kesulitan 
apa?. 
Students : Kalau saya susah dalam membahami isi teks bahasa Inggris 
mbak karna susah tidak tahu artinya.  
Researcher : Teruskan biasanya ada soal bagaimana mengerjakannya jika 
isi teksnya saja tidak tahu? 
Students : Saya kira-kira saja mbak kalau tidak ya tanya sama teman 
jawabannya. 
Researcher : Pernah diperpustakaan, apakah disana ada buku bacaan 
bahasa Inggris selain buku pelajaran?  
Students : Tidak tahu mbak.      
Researcher :iCara belajarnya kamu bagaimana kalau pelajaran bahasa 
Inggris?. 
Students : Belajar sendiri di rumah. 
Researcher : Dirumah apa ada keluarga yang bisa bahasa Inggris?  
Students : Tidak ada mbak 
Researcher :  Baiklah terimakasih ya atas waktunya. 
Students : Iya mbak sama-sama. 
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Descriptive Text 
Descriptive Text 
Read the following text and answer 
question 1-6. 
I love dogs very much. I keep 
some dogs in my house. They are 
Casper, Midas, Brownie and Dottie. 
Casper is a dachshund. He‟s short with 
long body and four strong legs. Brownie 
is a collie. She has long and thick fur. 
What color is her fur? Brown, of course 
that‟s why I call her Brownie. Dottie is 
a Dalmatian. She has a slim body and 
four long legs. She has thin fur and dots 
all over her body. The last is Midas. He 
is a bulldog. He has a large head, a short 
neck and thick short legs. He‟s very 
strong. I always take care of my dogs 
every day. 
1. What the main idea of the text? 
a. Provide information about dogs 
b. Describe the s dogs food 
c. Defines the name of dogs  
d. Provide the information how to feed 
dogs 
2. The generic structure of the text is …. 
a. Description – identification 
b. Identification – description 
c. Orientation – events – Reorientation 
d. Reorientation – events – Orientation 
3. The function of the text above is … 
a. To provide information about dogs 
b. To describe the s dogs food 
c. To defines the name of dogs  
d. To provide the information how to 
feed dogs 
4. She has long and thick fur”. The 
antonym of the underlined word is… 
a. Heavy 
b. Length 
c. Short 
 
 
 
d. Fragnant 
5. How many dogs does the writer have? 
a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 3 
d. 4 
6. Why does the writer call the collie, 
Brownie? The writer calls the collie, 
Brownie because …. 
a. She like brownies 
b. She has brown ear 
c. She has brown fur 
d. She likes to eat brownies 
The text below is for question 
number 7 – 14. 
 
The rafflesia arnoldi is the 
biggest flower in the world. It is 
unusual because of its large size. The 
flower is almost 100 centimeters in 
diameter and 140 centimeters in height. 
"Rafflesia" is derived from the 
name of the british governor general, sir 
thomas stamford raffles, who once 
governed and built the botanical garden 
in bogor. Though it is called rafflesia 
after raffles, the man who discovered 
the plant was beccary, an italian 
botanist who visited sumatra in 1928. 
Rafflesia consists of two parts : the 
stick-like part which grows in the 
middle and the petals around and below 
it. While the flower is blossoming, it 
has a very unpleasant smell which 
affects insects, especially green flies. 
They seem eager to explore the flower. 
But if the flies touch the bottom part of 
the sticklike centre, they die. 
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106 
 
 
 
7. What the main idea of the text? 
a. Stamford raffles  
b. Italian botanist  
c. Rafflesia arnoldi  
d. Botanical garden  
8. Where did Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles 
build the Botanical Gardens? 
a. In Italia 
b. In Bogor 
c. In Sumatera 
d. In Indonesia 
9. The identification of the text can be 
found in ....  
a. 1st sentence of paragraph 1  
b. 2nd sentence of paragraph 1  
c. 1st sentence of paragraph 2 
d. 2nd sentence paragraph 2  
10. The description of rafflesia that shows 
its part can be found in …. 
a. Second paragraph 
b. Third paragraph 
c. Forth paragraph 
d. Last paragraphs 
 
11. Which statement is correct based on the 
text?  
a. Rafflesia arnoldi has a very nice 
smell.  
b. Beccary built the botanical garden.  
c. Stamford raffles is an italian 
botanist.  
d. Berccary discovered rafflesia 
arnoldi.  
12. Rafflesia arnoldi is unusual because of 
its.... Size.  
a. Small  
b. Tiny  
c. Big  
d. Long  
13. The word 'they' in the last paragraph 
refers to .... 
a. The green flies  
b. The parts of rafflesia  
c. The petal  
d. Stamford raffles and beccary 
14. Rafflesia Arnoldi is the biggest flower 
…. 
a. In the world 
b. In Sumatera 
c. In Indonesia 
d. In Bogor 
The following text is for questions 
number 15 to 18. 
 
Boyolali regency is located in 
north of Solo and east of Merapi and 
Merbabu Mountains. This regency has 
been known for its production of fresh 
milk for a long time. No wonder, the 
cow statues adorn Boyolali town. 
There are six main cow statues in 
Boyolali. They are displayed in different 
places. The statues are made of concrete. 
The colour and shape are made in such a 
way to resemble the real cows. 
However, the size is made bigger to 
catch the eye. 
Besides decorating the town, the 
statues also turn out to be helpful for 
people from out of town to find places 
they are seeking in Boyolali. By 
mentioning the position of the statue, 
people can get their way easily. 
 
15. " ... they are seeking in Boyolali" 
(paragraph 3) What does the underlined 
word refer to? 
a. People from out town 
b. Places in Boyolali. 
c. Cow statues. 
d. Real cows. 
16. They are displayed in different places. 
The antonym of the underlined word 
is… 
a. Same 
b. Balance 
c. Remainder 
d. Unit  
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17. What is the main idea of the last 
paragraph? 
a. The statues help people to find 
places easily. 
b. The statues decorate the town 
beautifully. 
c. The cow can get their way easily 
around the town. 
d. The people from out of town easily 
find the statues. 
18. The text mainly tells us about .... 
a. The colour of the statues 
b. Cow statues in boyolali 
c. A town called boyolali  
d. How to raise cows 
 
Read the text to answer questions 19 
to 22.  
 
I have a close Friend. She is 
beautiful, attractive and trendy. She 
always wants to be a trend setter of the 
day. She always pays much attention to 
her appearance. Recently, she bought a 
new stylist foot legs from blowfish 
shoes products. These shoes really 
match on her.  
Her new blowfish women's 
shoes are wonderful. When she is 
walking on those shoes, all her friends, 
including me watch and admire that she 
has the most suitable shoes on her 
physical appearance. The style, bright 
color, and brand represent her as a smart 
woman of the day. She really has 
perfect appearance.  
She is really mad on those shoes. 
She said that the products covered all 
genders. The blowfish men's shoes are 
as elegant as she has. The products 
provide varieties of choice. Ballet, 
casual, boot athletic shoes are designed 
in attractive way. The products are 
international trade mark and become the 
hottest trend.  
19. The writer's friend has just bought … 
from blowfish shoes products. 
a. A new match shoes   
b. A new stylist foot legs  
c. A trendy and attractive shoes 
d. A brand and bright color shoes  
20. Why does the writer admire her friend? 
a. She likes wearing an international 
trade mark shoes. 
b. She always wants to be a trendy and 
attractive woman.   
c. She has the most suitable shoes on 
her physical appearance.  
d. She really has perfect appearance 
with her wonderful shoes.  
21. Writer writes the text in order to …   
a. Describe her friend's style and her 
new shoes. 
b. Explain an international trademark 
shoes. 
c. Share her experience with her 
friend. 
d. Tellblowfish shoes products.  
22. “She really has perfect appearance.” 
The word "she" refers to … 
a. The writer. 
b. A close friend.   
c. The writer's friend.   
d. Ablowfish women's shoes 
 
Read the text and answer questions 
23 to 27.  
 
When I just hang out in a mall 
one day, I saw a very beautiful bag. I 
love this bag at the first sight. 
This was the first time I've spent 
much money on a bag and I don't regret 
it.  
The bag is wonderful. It is made 
of thin but strong leather. The weight is 
light and the size keeps it from getting 
stuffed with junk. It has a long shoulder 
strap that I like because it keeps the bag 
hands-free. Its neutral color is fun and 
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sporty. The design is simple and well-
made. 
The bag is very functional. It is 
the perfect size to carry a cell phone, a 
pocket sized wallet, a small book, a 
pack of gum, and pens. It also fits well 
into my laptop backpack for bike 
commuting to school. This bag also has 
more pockets inside so my small items 
don't all fall to the bottom. In overall I 
really satisfy with bag  
 
23. Where does the writer usually put her 
small items? 
a. In her pockets. 
b. In her laptop backpack. 
c. In her pocket size wallet.   
d. In the pockets of her leather bag.  
24. What makes the small items of th 
e writer not falling down in the bag? 
a. The satisfying bag 
b. Her laptop backpack 
c. A pocket-sized wallet   
d. The pockets inside the bag  
25. “I've spent much money on a bag and I 
don't regret it”. The underlined word 
refers to …the bag. 
a. Having 
b. Seeing 
c. Buying 
d. Loving 
26. What is the main idea of the last 
paragraph?  
a. The writer has a new bag.   
b. The bag is very functional.  
c. The bag has many pockets. 
d. The writer is satisfied with the bag  
27. What is the purpose of the text? 
a. To retell the past event 
b. To entertain the readers   
c. To describe the writer‟s new bag 
d. To give instruction how to buy a 
bag 
 
 
The following text is for questions 
number 28 to 30.  
 
I live in a village called Amed in 
Bali, about a two‐hour drive from Kuta. 
It is a beach village and one of the best 
places for scuba diving in Bali. To 
reach my village, you  will need a lot of 
energy because it is an exhausting trip. 
The road is curved and there are many 
ups and downs too. But as soon as you 
arrive in Amed, your efforts will be 
paid by the beauty of my village. 
Unlike other places in Bali, 
Amed is a calm and peaceful place. The 
bay, some sandy, others rocky appears 
to be lined with traditional fishing boats 
called jukung. From the top of the hill, 
people can enjoy the beautiful scenery. 
There are no factories or industries in 
Amed, so the water and the soil in my 
village are still clean and unpolluted. 
This is needed to produce salt by the 
people in the village. 
 
28. What is the main idea of the last 
paragraph? 
a. Amed is a place for scuba diving. 
b. It needs a lot of energy to get there. 
c. Amed is a calm and peaceful place. 
d. Amed has many star rated hotels. 
29. Where can people enjoy beautiful 
scenery in Amed? 
a. From the top of the hill. 
b. From the top of the factory. 
c. From the beach of the village. 
d. From the roads of the village.  
30. “…. Because it is an exhausting trip.” 
(paragraph 1) The underlined word has 
similar meaning to…. 
a. Tiring 
b. Exciting 
c. Confusing 
d. Challenging 
109 
 
 
